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Preface
This book is entitled“Sheng You Ru Yun” in Chinese, an expression
used by Wang Bo, a Chinese poet of the early Tang dynasty in his
Preface to a Farewell Feast atop the Prince of Teng’s Pavilion in
Autumn, meaning many distinguished friends gather here. “Sheng You”
means distinguished friends and “Yun” means gather together. We use
this expression as the title of this book to describe the Asian University
Presidents Forum (AUPF). The Forum was originally initiated by a
number of higher education institutions in China and Thailand. After the
name “Asian University President Forum” was finalized in 2003, the
Forum attracted many more institutions. From 2002 to 2016, the Forum
was held once each year, that is, 15 times in total. More than 1,700
presidents or vice presidents, professors, and delegates from more than
700 colleges/universities across more than 20 countries and regions
attended these conferences. The Forum has become a platform for Asian
universities to exchange views and promote international educational
cooperation. This book is based on the content of the CD-ROM produced
by Chaoshan College for the Forum. Although not covering all the details
of each AUPF session, the book is written as a gift for the 20th
anniversary of Chaoshan College.
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Brief Introduction of AUPF
The Asian University Presidents Forum originated from a friendly
collaboration beginning in December 1999 between institutions of higher
learning in China and Thailand. In order to establish a mechanism
through which university presidents from China and Thailand could
frequently exchange information and management experience, then
President of Chaoshan College, Zhuang Mingying and then President of
Srinakharinwirot University, Sumonta Promboon jointly put forward a
proposal to establish a conference for higher education institutions in
China and Thailand. The proposed conference was to be held annually
and would seek expansion to include university presidents throughout
Asia. This proposal was endorsed by President of Guangdong University
of Foreign Studies, Xu Zhenhua and President of Siam University of
Thailand, Pornchal Mongkhonvanit. On November 30, 2000, President of
Chaoshan College, Zhuang Mingying made a special trip to Thailand to
consult with President of Srinakharinwirot University, Sumonta
Promboon. The four parties shared identical views on the following
matters:
Firstly, Thailand’s Srinakharinwirot University (state-owned) and
Siam University (private), and China’s Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies (state-owned) and Chaoshan College (private) would initiate a
conference, inviting universities in Asia who share friendly ties with the
four initiators to attend. The membership would be expanded to include
other universities in Asia.
Secondly, the First Presidents Forum would be hosted by
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Srinakharinwirot University in Thailand, with participants jointly invited
by both sides.
Thirdly, Chaoshan College, and named the Constitution of the
Nongovernmental Cooperation Conference for Sino-Thai Universities in
2002 and renamed the Constitution of the Asian Presidents Forum in
2003. The constitution was approved and signed by all participating
presidents.
The host college/university of each session hosted the forum
attached great importance to their responsibilities and made full
preparations in accordance with the requirements of the constitution of
AUPF. They also invited local government officials to attend the Forum.
Attending university presidents prepared their speeches in advance, on
the theme set for each session. Due to their joint efforts, each session of
AUPF was very successful.
In 2009, an amendment to the Constitution of AUPF was made at
the eighth session of AUPF hosted by Universitas Negeri Jakarta of
Indonesia based on previous experiences. It marked the first successful
amendment and supplement to the constitution, perfecting the document
in a way that would better guide the organization of AUPF.
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The Constitution of
Asian University Presidents Forum

Chapter One General Principles
Article One Asian University Presidents Forum (hereinafter
referred to as “the Forum”) originated from the Non-Governmental
Collaborative Association of the Chinese-Thai Presidents of Institutions
of Higher Learning, set up in 1992 in Thailand in order to “establish
contacts with one another, exchange information and expertise in a bid to
promote joint developments.”
Article Two In line with the principle of “voluntary participation,
equality, and good will”, member institutions of the Forum regularly
exchange information about their new measures, experience and issues in
the “promotion of reforms, intensification of management, human
resource development and extension of disciplines” and explore
possibilities to collaborate on areas and programs of mutual interest.

Chapter Two Organization
Article Three The Forum is composed of universities and
institutions which participate on a voluntary basis. At its initial stage,
members included universities from Thailand and China which paid
visits to one another at the beginning. At a later time, prospective
members will gradually include universities in Southeast Asia and Asia at
large, so as to make it an international and educationally collaborative
organization of non-governmental nature in the Asian region.
Article Four The Forum will not set up a standing executive
council, but the four initiator universities and institutions and those who
have hosted the forum are set to be standing institutions. During each
·3·
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forum, the president of the host university or institution will be the chair
of the forum and summon all the presidents of standing institutions to
discuss relevant issues. The day-to-day affairs will be dealt with by the
host institution for the annual forum. The host shall designate a special
department dealing with preparation for the current forum and the
hand-over procedure for the next one.
Article Five The Forum is to establish regular liaison and
communications channels. Each member institution shall make available
telephone and fax numbers, website and mailing addresses, liaison unit
and contact persons to the host, who will compile an address book and
distribute it to each member institution.

Chapter Three Activity
Article Six The Forum will be held once a year, with the president
of each member institution being its host in turn and with 3-5
representatives from each institution attending the meeting. The
succeeding host university and the time for the next meeting will be
decided by the Forum after the discussion among the then host institution
and all the standing institutions.
Article Seven In conformity with the spirit of the “general
principles”, the host institution shall send an invitation to each member
university six months ahead of schedule and inform each and every one
of them of the major theme, schedule and venue for the Forum, for all
necessary formalities and preparations for the conference.
Article Eight The host institution of each forum shall not only make
arrangements for the routine affairs of the conference, board and lodging,
transport, interpretation and translation, but shall also make out the
minutes of the conference when it is concluded and distribute them to all
the participants.
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Chapter Four Outlay
Article Nine Expenses for traveling to and from annual Forum shall
be covered by the participants themselves. The host institution shall make
a budget in advance and inform the members of the cost for board and
lodging, transport, interpretation and translation, etc. These costs will be
met in the form of the registration fee for the conference and will be
charged when the participants check in at the secretariat of the Forum.

Chapter Five Signals
Article Ten Forum flag, forum emblem and forum logo are set as
the signals of the forum. Each host university should hand over the flag
and emblem to the succeeding host university.

Chapter Six Supplementary Rules
Article Eleven This Constitution shall come into effect when it is
discussed and adopted by the members of the Forum.
Article Twelve The right of making additional provisions and
amendments to this Constitution belongs to the plenary session of the
Forum.

October 21, 2009, adopted by
the 8th Asian University Presidents Forum
in Jakarta, the Republic of India
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Presidents of the Universities Initiating the Forum
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Emblem, Logo and Flag of the AUPF

Emblem

Logo

Flag
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Overview of Each Session
Session

1

2

Date

Host
college/
university

Attending
countries/regions

Number of Number of
attending representaHEIs
tives

May 1-2,
2002

Srinakharin
wirot
University,
Thailand

China and Thailand

15

38

October
11-12, 2003

Guangdong
University of
Foreign
Studies,
China

China, Thailand,
Vietnam, Korea,
Japan, Malaysia and
Macau

21

114
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Theme

Note

1. The Forum was called
the Presidents
Conference of Sino-Thai
Higher Education
Institutions then, since it
Leadership and was only attended by
universities from the
Management in two countries.
HEIs
2. The Constitution of
Sino-Thailand
Non-governmental
Cooperation Conference
for Higher Education
Institution was drafted.
1. The Forum was
renamed as the Asian
Globalization University Presidents
Forum.
of Higher
2. The draft Constitution
Education in was renamed as the
Asia
Constitution of the Asian
University Presidents
Forum.
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Session

3

4

5

Date

Host
college/
university

Attending
countries/regions

October
30-31, 2004

Shanghai
International
Studies
University,
China

China, Thailand,
Vietnam, Indonesia,
Korea, Japan,
Malaysia, Singapore
and Taiwan

Pai Chai
University,
South Korea

China, Thailand,
Vietnam, Indonesia,
Korea, Japan,
Taiwan, Singapore,
India, Israel, Saudi
Arabia, Philippines,
and Russia

Bangkok
University ,
Thailand

China, Thailand,
India, Indonesia,
Japan, Malaysia,
Philippines,
Vietnam, South
Korea, Singapore,
Israel, Saudi Arabia,
Bangladesh, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, and
Cambodia

October
7-9, 2005

November
16-18, 2006

Number of Number of
attending representaHEIs
tives

24

57

65
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50

80

94

Theme
Reform of
Asian
universities
and duties of
their
presidents
Worldwide
Strength and
Development
Strategies of
Asian
Universities’
Education
System

The Future
of Asian
Universities:
Visions and
Strategies for
Cooperation

Note

This session released the
Shanghai Declaration of
2004 AUPF

This session put forward
suggestions on the
amendment of the
Constitution of the
AUPF regarding the
Board of Directors of
the Forum.
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Session

6

7

8

Date

Host
college/
university

Number of Number of
attending representaHEIs
tives

Attending
countries/regions

Providence
University,
Taiwan,
China

China, Thailand,
Indonesia, Japan,
Korea, Cambodia,
Israel, Philippines,
Vietnam, and Taiwan

September
14-17, 2008

Anhui
University,
China

Cambodia,
Indonesia, Israel,
Japan, Korea,
Philippines,
Thailand, China, and
Taiwan This session
coincided with the
80th Anniversary of
the host university,
so some HEIs from
Europe and America
were also invited.

October
19-21, 2009

Universitas
Negeri
Jakarta,
Indonesia

Cambodia, China,
India, Indonesia,
Japan, Israel, Korea,
Malaysia, Thailand,
Taiwan, and
Philippines

November
14-15, 2007

89

65

45
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160

Theme

Note

Service
Study,
University
Fund and
Donation and
International
Communicati
ons

121

Education
and
Employabilit
y;
International
Communicati
ons;
University
Culture

1. This session formally
determined the logo and
flag of the Forum,
which were intended to
be used at each session.
2. This session defined
the exact number of
sessions that had been
held so far and clearly
stated that the first Asian
University Presidents
Forum was initiated by
universities from China
and Thailand in 2002.

110

Quality
Assurance in
Higher
Education

An amendment to the
Constitution of the
AUPF was made for the
first time.
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Date

Host
college/
university

9

December
16-18, 2010

Norton
University,
Cambodia

10

November
14-16, 2011

VIT
University,
India

Session

11

12

October
28-31, 2012

Dongseo
University,
South Korea

October
6-9, 2013

Universiti
Malaysia
Perlis,
Malaysia

Attending
countries/regions

Number of Number of
attending representaHEIs
tives

China, Thailand,
Japan, India,
Indonesia, Korea,
Israel, Cambodia,
Philippines, Sudan,
and Australia
India, China,
Thailand, Japan,
Korea, Israel, Iran,
Mongolia,
Bangladesh,
Malaysia,
Cambodia, Fiji, and
the U.S.
Korea, China,
Thailand, Cambodia,
India, Indonesia,
Iran, Japan,
Malaysia,
Philippines,
Singapore, Vietnam,
Bangladesh, Iraq,
Lithuania, Russia,
and Mongolia
23 countries,
including Malaysia,
China, Thailand,
Japan, Cambodia,
India, Bangladesh,
Yemen, Singapore,
Pakistan, and the
Philippines

17

55

17

55

68

67
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Theme

Note

Challenges
and
Prospects for
Higher
Education
Institutions
Impact of
Globalization
of Higher
Education
Institutions
on the Asian
Economy

The list of HEIs
attending previous
sessions, together with
the flag and logo of the
Forum, was handed over
to the next host.
This session proposed to
set up an official
website for the Forum.

140

The Era of
Asia:
Creating a
Cooperative
Network of
Asian
Universities

1,017 attendees from
483 HEIs across 24
countries and regions
attended the first 11
sessions of the Forum.

150

Leadership in
the
Transformati
on of Asia:
Opportunitie
s and
Challenges

1,167 delegates from 55
HEIs had attended the
meetings of the Forum.
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Session

13

14

Date

Host
college/
university

October
22-25, 2014

Christian
University,
Thailand

October
5-8, 2015

Guangdong
University of
Foreign
Studies,
China

Attending
countries/regions

Number of Number of
attending representaHEIs
tives

17 countries and
regions, including
China, Thailand,
Korea, Indonesia,
Malaysia, India,
Cambodia, Taiwan,
Poland, Israel, the
Philippines,
Vietnam, Brunei,
Mauritius,
Bangladesh, Japan,
and Bahrain
26 countries and
regions, including
China, Thailand,
Korea, Japan,
Palestine,
Philippines,
Cambodia,
Malaysia,
Bangladesh,
Myanmar, Israel,
India, Indonesia,
Vietnam, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, Macau,
USA, UK, Peru,
Russia, Canada,
Cape Verde, and
Mauritius

60

81
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Theme

140

Transcultural
Challenges
for
Innovation in
Higher
Education

171

Asian Higher
Education
Connectivity:
Vision,
Process and
Approach

Note
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Session

15

16

Host
college/
university

Attending
countries/regions

October 31November 2,
2016

Asia
University,
Japan

12 countries and
regions, China,
Korea, Japan,
Thailand, the
Philippines,
Indonesia, Israel,
Bangladesh,
Malaysia,
Cambodia, Poland,
and Taiwan

21-23
November
2017

The
Philippine
Normal
University,
Philippines

26 countries and
regions, China,
Korea, Japan,
Thailand, the
Philippines,
Indonesia, Poland,
and Bangladesh etc.

Date

Number of Number of
attending representaHEIs
tives

39

60
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Theme

90

Bridging
Global
Diversity in
Higher
Education

129

Innovations
and
Foresight:
Education
Solutions for
a Better
World

Note
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Session

17

Date

6-8 November
2018

Host
college/
university

Petra
Christian
University,
Indonesia

18

Daffodil
International
University,
Bangladesh

19

Vellore
Institute of
Technology
University,
India

Attending
countries/regions

Number of Number of
attending representaHEIs
tives

14 countries and
regions, China,
Korea, Japan,
Thailand, the
Philippines,
Indonesia, Poland,
and etc.

63
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140

Theme
Disruption at
the
Crossroads:
Innovative
Engagement
and Future
Challenges
for Higher
Education

Note

Asian University Presidents Forum 

Session

20

Date

Host
college/
university

Attending
countries/regions

Number of Number of
attending representaHEIs
tives

Theme

Note

Zhejiang
Yuexiu
University of
Foreign
Language,
China

Note: Since the Forum was established, a total of 1,796 delegates from 819 HEIs attended the Forum (seventeen sessions in total).
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Sixteenth Session
The Philippine Normal University, Philippines

21-23 November 2017
Manila, Philippines

17

18

st

1 Session: Srinakharinwirot University of Thailand in 2002 

First Session: Hosted by Srinakharinwirot University of
Thailand in 2002
1. New platform for non-governmental exchanges between
China and Thailand and new pattern of international
cooperation in higher education
--- Speech at the First Presidents Conference of Sino-Thai
Higher Education Institutions
Dear Mr. Sumonta Promboon and presidents, professors, experts and
colleagues from other attending colleges and universities:
I would like to, first of all, congratulate you upon the successful
First Presidents Conference of Sino-Thai Higher Education Institutions,
and express sincere gratitude to President of Srinakharinwirot University
Mr. Sumonta Promboon, professors and the staff members of
Srinakharinwirot University for the commendable effort they have made
towards the preparation of the meeting.
Two years ago, around December 13, 1999, Mr. Sumonta
Promboon, President of Siamese University of Thailand Pornchal
Mongkhonvanit and other professors and experts visited Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies and Chaoshan College. The four
institutions established friendly relations with each other. In order to
establish a mechanism through which university presidents from China
and Thailand could frequently exchange information and management
experience, Mr. Sumonta Promboon and I jointly put forward a proposal
to establish a conference for Sino-Thai higher education institutions. The
proposal was seconded by President of Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies Mr. Xu Zhenhua and President of Siamese University of Thailand
·19·
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Mr. Pornchal Mongkhonvanit. On November 30, 2000, we further
discussed the proposal with Mr. Sumonta Promboon in Bangkok and
suggested Thailand’s Srinakharinwirot University (state-owned) and
Siam University (private), and China’s Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies (state-owned) and Chaoshan College (private) initiate a
conference, inviting universities in Asia who share friendly ties with the
four initiators to attend and the membership would be expanded to
include other universities in Asia. Srinakharinwirot University would be
the host of the First President Conference of Sino-Thailand Higher
Education Institutions and Mr. Sumonta Promboon would be the
chairperson of this conference. The conference gave presidents of HEIs
from both countries an opportunity to exchange views on how to improve
management in HEIs and to discuss the approaches of expanding
Sino-Thailand cooperation on higher education and scientific research.
The details of the first session of the conference were discussed by the
four sides via telecommunications. I would like to thank
Srinakharinwirot University and Mr. Sumonta Promboon again for their
hard work and dedication to this event.
In the age of globalization, how do we stand out in fierce
competition, especially technological and talent competition. With the
internationalization of education, how to strengthen the cooperation
between colleges and universities, develop and make best use of
educational resources, and promote national and regional economic
development have become a very important topic. China and Thailand
are friendly neighbors and have established close economic, cultural, and
educational ties. The two countries have many similarities in terms of
race, kinship, history, culture, and ethnic customs and are located
strategically in the Southeast Asia. Therefore, it is necessary to strengthen
exchanges and cooperation between Sino-Thai colleges and universities.
This Forum was established to achieve this goal. Later, we will introduce
this university and discuss the areas and projects of future cooperation so
·20·
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as to facilitate research and implementation after the meeting. In my
humble opinion, we should follow the example of the tourism industry
and promote cooperation between Sino-Thai colleges and universities on
all fronts. Where there is need and possibility, we should do our best to
create cooperation opportunities and gradually expand the geographical
scope of cooperation to Southeast Asia and then the entire Asia and
promote educational cooperation in the manner a regional economy is
promoted. So far, we may consider deepening cooperation in the
following areas:
First of all, cooperation in university management, including major
reforms and initiatives, improvement of the quality of talent pools and
the management team, and the efficiency of management. How to
promote cooperation in this area is an important question that the
presidents and management of higher education institutions should
discuss.
Secondly, cooperation in talent development. For example, credits
earned by students at a university in either country may be accepted by
all universities in the two countries. Other cooperation methods include
“2 +2”, “1 + 1”, co-training of undergraduate and graduate students, joint
programs, student and teacher exchanges, and joint language programs.
HEIs and departments specializing in the same field may work together
to develop new majors, programs and talent development methods.
Third, academic cooperation. HEIs may carry out extensive
cooperation in liberal arts, language and culture, economy and
geography, agriculture, science and technology, tourism and customs, and
other disciplines. For example, HEIs may work together to publish
academic reports and hold seminars.
Fourth, cooperation in information exchange. New communication
technologies are being developed rapidly. HEIs now can exchange
information, including their journals, with each other via the Internet to
seek new cooperation opportunities.
·21·

 Sheng You Ru Yun

As long as we take it seriously, the prospects for cooperation
between Sino-Thai higher education institutions are very promising.
In order to expand long-term cooperation, this Forum may meet
annually. Universities of both countries should take turns to be the host.
In order to normalize the agreement reached during the meeting, we have
drafted the Constitution of Sino-Thailand Non-governmental
Cooperation Conference for Higher Education Institution (Draft). The
title of the constitution is tentative and, if universities in Singapore or
other countries later decide to join the conference, the constitution will be
renamed as something like the “Constitution of Non-governmental
Cooperation Conference for Higher Education Institution in Southeast
Asia.” The constitution is divided into five chapters and 11 articles. The
first chapter summarizes the nature, purpose, principle, and content of the
conference. The conference is a non-governmental cooperation project
between colleges and universities, set up to “establish contacts with one
another, exchange information and expertise in a bid to promote joint
developments.” In line with the principle of “voluntary participation,
equality, and good will,” member institutions of the conference regularly
exchange information about their new measures, experience, and issues
in the “promotion of reforms, intensification of management, human
resource development, and extension of disciplines” and explore
possibilities to collaborate on areas and programs of mutual interest.
Chapter Two (Organization) provides that the conference will not set up a
standing executive council, but the initiator universities and institutions
will take turns to host the conference. The number of member institutions
and countries will increase gradually. Chapter Three (Activity) provides
that the conference will be held once a year and, in conformity with the
spirit of the “general principles”, the host institution will be responsible
for all preparations of the conference and shall send an invitation to each
member university to inform each and every one of them of the major
theme, schedule and venue for the conference. Chapter Four (Outlay)
·22·
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provides that expenses for traveling to and from annual conference shall
be covered by the participants themselves. The costs of the conference
will be met in the form of the registration fee for the conference Chapter
Five (Supplementary Rules) provides that this Constitution shall come
into effect when it is discussed and adopted by the members of the
conference and the right of making additional provisions and
amendments to this Constitution belongs to the plenary session of the
conference. The above is intended only for reference.
Last but not least, I wish the First Presidents Conference of
Sino-Thai Higher Education Institutions all success. Thank you!
Wednesday, May 1, 2002
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2. Photos
Presidents and delegates of Srinakharinwirot University, Siam University,

Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Shantou University, and
Chaoshan College

Presidents of the four initiator universities (from left to right: President of Siam
University, President of Srinakharinwirot University, President of Chaoshan
College, and President of Guangdong University of Foreign Studies)

·24·
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Delegates exchanged views

Presidents of Chaoshan College, Srinakharinwirot University of Thailand,
and Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
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Visiting Siam University

Attendees of the first session of the Forum
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Delivering a speech at the Forum
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Second Session: Hosted by Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies of China in 2003
1. Prospects for the AUPF
The second session of the AUPF held by Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies came to a successful end in the International Conference
Hall of the university on October 11 to 12, 2003. This is a historic event.
As one of the initiators of this Forum, the host university prepared for the
meeting with meticulous care. The theme of this session was decided as
early as six months ago based on how the Nongovernmental Cooperation
Conference for Sino-Thai Universities held in Thailand went last year
and the goals of the Forum. The host also kept in touch with attending
Asian universities to ensure that they had their speeches prepared. It
motivated its entire management team and relevant departments to
prepare for the meeting which required a lot of manpower and material
resources. It utilized its multilingual human resources to provide
high-quality simultaneous interpretation services, fully demonstrating its
strength in foreign language and culture education. In order to promote
sustainable development of this Forum, this session renamed the
Constitution of Sino-Thailand Non-governmental Cooperation
Conference for Higher Education Institutions signed during the First
Presidents Conference of Sino-Thai Higher Education Institutions as the
“Constitution of the Asian University Presidents Forum”. It also decided
the hosts for the following sessions of the AUPF. The Department of
International Exchange of Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
compiled the speeches delivered at the session, relevant materials and the
Constitution of the Forum into a book and prepared the meeting minutes,
as part of its effort to lay a solid foundation for the AUPF.
Asia is very important to the entire world because of its
geographical location, population and natural resources. Some of the
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most advanced ancient civilizations, Babylon, India and China, are
located in Asia. People in Asia have made a great contribution to
civilization of our world. After the sixteenth century, Europe, the United
States and other Western countries invaded Asia. By the eve of the First
World War, two-thirds of the land in Asia was directly controlled by
Western colonists and the remaining one-third of the land, except Japan,
was invaded by them. After World War II, local nationalist movements in
the former Asian colonies fought for independence. China, Vietnam,
North Korea and Laos became socialist countries. Currently, the Asian
peoples are searching for a development path suitable for their own
national conditions. Experience makes us realize that, to eliminate
poverty and revitalize Asia, Asian countries must unite and work
together. China has achieved certain success in its economic reform and
the construction of socialism with Chinese characteristics. It has been
expanding cooperation with other Asian countries in political, economic
and cultural fields. Since the 1980s, Chinese higher education institutions
have cooperated with their counterparts in Japan, Vietnam, North Korea,
Thailand, South Korea, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and other
countries in the form of teacher and student exchanges. In order to
facilitate communication and long-term relations between Asian
universities, achieve common growth and develop talents for the
revitalization of Asian countries, the Asian University Presidents Forum
was established. Due to the lack of experience, the first conference only
invited 15 Chinese and Thai colleges and universities which had already
established close relations with each other. In contrast, 20 colleges and
universities across six Southeast Asian countries attended this session,
which was hosted by Guangdong University of Foreign Studies. We
believe more and more countries and universities will join the AUPF and
make the Forum better. The AUPF will also play a bigger role in
promoting the development of higher education in Asia.
First of all, the member institutions will have a better understanding
of the role and mission of the AUPF.
The speeches of the attending university presidents show that they
understand the AUPF is necessary not only because it plays a key role in
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promoting friendship, communication and cooperation between Asian
universities but also because it can promote global economic integration
and internationalization of education, help Asian universities preserve
traditions and history, increase vitality, and play its due role in promoting
social progress and improving people’s welfare. The member institutions
also have a better understanding of the role played by the AUPF in
encouraging Asian colleges and universities to play a bigger role in the
development of the Asian economy, recognize Asia’s achievements in
education and science, starting from the actual situation in Asia and
promote the development of education in Asia. They also fully
understand that the western model must not be copied in the course of
educational internationalization without taking into account local culture
and conditions.
Second, the AUPF will discuss a more extensive range of issues in
greater depth.
The theme of this session was “Globalization of Higher Education
in Asia.” The session only arranged one day for speeches on a wide range
of topics, among which the internationalization of education is the most
important. All speakers attached great importance to this event and
voiced their opinions on how to realize the internationalization of
education. Some of them discussed the inevitable trend of
internationalization of education against the backdrop of global economic
globalization and its influence on educational concepts, talent cultivation
models and labor markets, and put forward some suggestions on how
China can achieve the internationalization of higher education. Some
speakers stressed that Asian countries shouldn’t blindly copy the western
model in the course of educational internationalization without taking
into account local culture and conditions. This session also discussed the
methods and goals of training internationalized talents as well as the
necessary capabilities and qualities that such talents should possess.
Participants also shared views on the orientation of education and
universities. The delegate from the Academy of Social Sciences believed
that Guangdong should learn from the international experiences during
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the course of development of its higher education, and give consideration
to both rationality and practicability of education. Against the backdrop
of the market economy, universities must be self-oriented in talent
development and cannot fully follow market signals. In addition,
participants also put forward some constructive suggestions on the
development of disciplines, teachers, business education, and college and
university management against the backdrop of internationalization, and
how to facilitate the sharing of the Asian education resources by
developing online higher education in Asia. These speeches were very
inspiring and had broadened the attendees’ horizons. As member
institutions accumulate more experience in the internationalization of
education, this Forum will explore these issues in a greater depth and
search for effective ways to cooperate with each other.
Third, the constitution of the Forum will regularize and
institutionalize the Forum.
The Constitution of the Asian University President’s Forum was
formally signed by the presidents of 20 universities at this session. The
Constitution set out terms of the Forum. For example, Article One of
Chapter One (General Provisions) provides that the Forum was a
non-governmental collaborative association of Asian higher education
institutions set up to “establish contacts with one another, exchange
information and expertise in a bid to promote joint developments;” and
Article Two provides that, in line with the principle of “voluntary
participation, equality, and good will”, member institutions of the
conference regularly exchange information about their new measures,
experience and issues in the “promotion of reforms, intensification of
management, human resource development and extension of disciplines”
and explore possibilities to collaborate on areas and programs of mutual
interest. The Constitution stipulates the nature, missions and purposes of
the Form, making it easier for member institutions to take the initiative to
contribute to the Forum. The Constitution provides that the Forum will
be hosted once a year by a member institution in turn, when and how it
shall be held, and expenses for traveling to and from the annual forum
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shall be covered by the participants themselves and other issues. In the
future, with development of the Forum, the Constitution will be revised
and improved to promote the sustainable development of the Forum.
Fourth, getting off to a good start, the Forum seems to have a
promising future.
The Constitution of Sino-Thailand Non-governmental Cooperation
Conference for Higher Education Institutions held in Thailand last year
stressed that Chinese and Thai higher education institutions had
established partnership on all fronts and gradually expanded the
geographical scope of cooperation to Southeast Asia and the entire Asia
and promoted educational cooperation in the manner a regional economy
would be promoted. However, it did not clearly define the depth and
scope of cooperation. This session defined the scope and name of the
cooperation conference and explored a wide range of topics. The number
of attending colleges and universities increased significantly compared to
the previous session. This successful event has laid a good foundation for
the Forum. Many member institutes submit bids to host the Forum,
reflecting their understanding of the purpose of the Forum and their
confidence in the future of the Forum. The AUPF will be held in
Shanghai, the most developed and influential city in China, next year.
The host university will be Shanghai International Studies University,
which has extensive experience in holding international events. I believe
that the next session will attract more universities from more countries
and create more experience for future development of the Forum.
Written at the foot of Baiyun Mountain on October 19, 2003
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2. Photos

Group Photo of Representative
s

Some representatives
·36·

nd

2 Session: Guangdong University of Foreign Studies of China in 2003 

Speech by a delegate at the meeting
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Campus

Left on the front row: President of Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies Xu Zhenhua

Delegates of member institutions entering the venue
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First from the left: President of Bangkok University

Vice Chairman of the Management Council of Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies Xu Guobin

Meeting
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Meeting

A delegate delivering a speech

A delegate delivering a speech
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The signing of the Constitution of the Forum
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Third Session: Hosted by Shanghai International Studies
University in 2004

1. Overview of the third session and suggestions for the
AUPF
The third session of the AUPF was successfully held by Shanghai
International Studies University from October 30 to 31, 2004. The
Department of International Cooperation and Exchanges of the Ministry
of Education and the Shanghai Municipal Education Commission
attached great importance to this event. Mr. Cen Jianjun, Deputy
Director-General of the Department of International Cooperation and
Exchanges of the Ministry of Education, and Mr. Zhang Minxuan,
Deputy Director of the Shanghai Municipal Education Commission,
attended this session and delivered speeches. Mr. Cen Jianjun expressed
the wish that the Forum, which originated as the Non-Governmental
Cooperation Meeting of Sino-Thai Higher Education Institutions, could
achieve more fruitful results and play its due role in furthering the
educational cooperation and exchanges among Asian HEIs. This session
received attention from the media, including the Shanghai Branch of
Xinhua News Agency which covered and published a special report on
this event. The number of countries and universities attending the Forum
steadily increased. In 2002, only more than 10 Chinese and Thai colleges
and universities attended the Non-Governmental Cooperation Meeting of
Sino-Thai Higher Education Institutions. In 2003, 20 colleges and
universities across six Asian countries and regions attended the first
session of the AUPF. , This year, the Forum invited 24 colleges and
universities, most of which were foreign universities, across seven Asian
countries and regions. Among the 20 colleges and universities attending
the first session, there were only 9 foreign universities, while 17 foreign
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universities, including a great number of Japanese, South Korean, and
Singaporean colleges and universities, and only 7 Chinese HEIs attended
this session. The number of attending Japanese institutions rose from one
to six; the number of attending South Korean institutions has increased
from one to three. Among the attending HEIs, there were also two
Singaporean institutions and one Taiwanese institution. Presidents of 18
HEIs, including 14 foreign HEIs, delivered speeches around the theme
“reform of Asian universities and duties of their presidents.” In addition
to the profile, achievements and experiences of their respective
institutions, they also shared views on the significance of and ways to
step up education reform and cooperation against the backdrop of the
internationalization of education. Speeches such as “Promote Talent
Development to Revitalize Asian Countries” delivered by President of
Asia University of Japan, “The Global Vision of University Reform” by
President of Kwassui Women’s College of Japan, “Internationalization of
Higher Education and Localization of Ibaraki University” by President of
Ibaraki University, “Development Strategies of South Korean
Universities and the Roles of Their Presidents” by President of Korea
University of South Korea, “Education Exchange and Cooperation
between China and Korea against the Backdrop of Globalization” by
President of Hanyang University of South Korea, “A New Trend in the
Development of Universities: From Adaptation to the Market to
Internationalization” by Shanghai International Studies University and
“Promoting International Exchanges and Cooperation and Training
Versatile Talents with Global Vision” by Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies helped delegates from member institutions gain an
in-depth understanding of the internationalization of education and made
them realize the urgency of going global.
The host Shanghai International Studies University drafted The
Shanghai Declaration of 2004 AUPF, which provided instructions and
guidelines on how to face economic globalization, accelerate the
internationalization of education, establish a modern university system,
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strengthen the development of disciplines, train high-quality teachers and
first-class talents and other issues and gave full expression to the
common calls and objectives of Asian universities with regards to
realizing educational internationalization and was recognized and
approved by all participating presidents. The Declaration deepened the
member institutions’ understanding of the Forum.
In the parallel session, attending presidents shared their views on the
approaches of internationalization of Asian HEIs and how to perfect the
annual forum. Some expressed a wish that the government would
intervene and offer financial assistance and others suggested that the
AUPF should establish a standing committee. I also stressed at the
meeting of presidents of Japanese, South Korean and Chinese HEIs
(Group A) that the key to the improvement of the Forum was presidents
of the member institutions and that the presidents should, as was
advocated in the Shanghai Declaration, “walk out of the university gate
and travel across the border to visit overseas universities and learn from
their strengths; improve the academia, culture and education of Asia and
the whole world and make due contributions to human civilization
through mutual cooperation and drawing on each other’s strengths.”.
Participants also suggested that universities, in the course of cooperation
and exchanges, should propose beneficiary measures and topics for joint
research, and summarize the effective models as well as successful
experiences in exchanges and cooperation among Asian universities.
President of the host of the next session Pai Chai University of South
Korea Zheng Chunxun extended warm welcome at the closing ceremony
of this session.
Tuesday, November 2, 2004
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2. Photos

Speech at the meeting

Photo with President of Guangdong University of Foreign Studies (left)
and President of Pai Chai University of South Korea (right)
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Photo with President of Bangkok University of Thailand

Group photo of delegates attending the session
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3. Appendix: The Shanghai Declaration of 2004 AUPF
(3rd Session)
(October 31, 2004)
The new millennium has begun. The wave of economic
globalization is in the ascendant.
Asia is the most dynamic and promising continent in the world
today.
Higher education, especially the development of universities, plays
an important role in the economic and social development of Asia and is
the driving force behind social advancement and economic growth in the
continent.
From October 30 to 31, 2004, the third session of the Asian
University Presidents’ Forum was held in Shanghai. The presidents of
famous universities across Asia gathered to discuss the development of
higher education and universities in Asia, exchanged their views around
the theme “reform of Asian universities and duties of their presidents,”
and shared useful experiences of developing higher education and
universities and jointly make a plan for Asian universities in the new
century. Consensus was reached on many issues at this meeting.
We, presidents of member institutions of the AUPF, hereby declare:
Facing economic globalization, universities in Asia should further
promote the internationalization of higher education. The development of
the whole human civilization has entered a new era of globalization. For
the modernization of higher education in Asia, globalization is both a test
and a historical opportunity. The modernization of higher education in
Asia depends, to a considerable extent, on the innovative educational
practice of Asian universities and their presidents.
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The Forum argues that economic globalization has brought about
the liberalization and internationalization of trade, accelerated the flow of
talent on a global scale and increased exchanges between countries.
Therefore, the priority of higher education in Asia should be: to adapt to
economic globalization and take the initiative to develop versatile talent
who are familiar with their own culture and other cultures, proficient in
international affairs, and understand the rules of international
communication.
Well-known universities in both developed and developing countries
in Asia should be committed to becoming an academic exchange
platform for science and culture in the Asian region and around the
world, absorb the essence of scientific and cultural achievements across
the world and improve the level of teaching and research; expand the
effect of education through exchange of scientific and cultural
information; improve the role of universities in promoting the
development of science and culture in Asia; improve the capacity of
Asian universities in providing human and intellectual resources to
support regional economic and social development;use the education
internationalization strategy to seek greater education resources and
market space; align the development of higher education in Asia with the
process of globalization to generate a greater driving force for expansion
and obtain more quality education resources; introduce quality education
resources from other countries to improve their operational capacity and
teaching quality; export domestic quality education resources, and open
up foreign education markets; create open environment to integrate into
the global education industry to improve higher education; and promote
localization and globalization of Asian universities in a harmonious way.
To advance the internationalization of higher education in Asia,
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presidents of higher education institutions in Asia should walk out of the
university gate and travel across the border to visit overseas universities
and learn from their strengths; improve the academia, culture and
education of Asia and the whole world and make due contributions to
human civilization through mutual cooperation and drawing on each
other’s strengths.
Asian universities should be further committed to the development
of disciplines. A common feature of world-renown universities is their
commitment to the development of disciplines. In a certain sense, distinct
disciplines of a university are usually what attract students to this
university. The quality of disciplines is not only the cornerstone of a
university, but also one of the important manifestations of the
comprehensive strength of the country and region where the university is
located. Therefore, universities in Asia should be further committed to
the development of disciplines. They should develop distinct disciplines
based on their own unique advantages and make contribution to social
development in their respective areas of expertise.
We believe that, to achieve the internationalization of higher
education, universities in Asian countries should step up efforts in,
among others, the development of disciplines, curriculum and teaching
content; and promote interdisciplinary cooperation to develop new
disciplines, which will be the core competitiveness of universities. Asian
universities should take the initiative and actively maintain a position in
the forefront of disciplines, focus on solving major scientific and social
problems, and promote sustainable social progress.
When stepping up discipline development, Asian universities should
explore and establish science-based structures and management models
so that disciplines can promote self-development while playing a role in
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driving social development.
With the advent of the era of knowledge economy, capital,
technology, and talent competition is very critical. It is difficult for a
country to solely depend on its own strength to stand out in the fierce
competition. Thus, to look beyond national boundaries and join hands to
train specialized personnel and step up cooperation in teaching and
scientific research has become an increasingly urgent task of universities
in Asia.
Quality teachers and talent should play a key role in promoting the
development of Asia’s leading universities and disciplines. We believe
that Asian universities should focus on faculty development. The
competencies of a university comes from, among others, its academic
reputation, disciplinary strength, faculty and achievement of alumni and
its core competency lies in its faculty. Therefore, to recruit and retain
highly valued faculty should be one of the core tasks of Asian
universities. Quality teachers of Asian universities should be part of the
virtuous global flow of teaching resources.
Asian universities should actively explore ways to establish a
modern university system. They should promote institutional innovation
based on the concept of “modern university,” establish a science-based
university system and a democratic university management model. They
should be more forward-looking and strategic in deciding their teaching
concepts and operation models against the backdrop of economic
globalization.
Universities are designated as an environment of intellectual and
cultural pursuit. Innovation is the fundamental way to stand out from
others. Without innovation, there will no distinction between different
universities. Asian universities should be oriented by innovation, give
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greater power and responsibility to innovators, and create a positive
environment for knowledge innovation and sharing as part of their effort
to support the internationalization of higher education in Asia.
We

believe

that,

facing

economic

globalization,

political

diversification, informationization and the internationalization of
education, to step up cultural development of universities has become a
particularly urgent task. Cultural development of a university includes
the mentality, values, scientific outlook and democratic spirit of its
faculty and students. It is embodied in campus planning, architectural
style, cultural landscape, mission, teaching style and academic
atmosphere. Spiritual heritage and culture are the soul of a university.
Asian universities should adapt rapidly to the ever changing world and
faithful play its role as a protector of cultural heritage.
In the meantime, it is necessary to point out that Asian countries
have different culture, history and higher education models are different
because of their different national conditions. Therefore, we may not
blindly copy the models used in developed countries in the West or other
Asian countries without taking into account our differences. Blind
imitation will hinder Asian universities from improving their status in the
international

education

sector

and

from

moving

towards

the

internationalization of higher education, which means education offered
in accordance with international standards without higher education
institutions cutting themselves adrift from national traditions and culture.
Asian

universities

should

attach

great

importance

to

the

development and implementation of development strategies. The 2lst
century has seen scientific and technological progress with each passing
day and fierce international competition. Driven by talent and technology
competition, higher education in Asia has leaped forward. The
·54·

rd

3 Session: Shanghai International Studies University in 2004 

knowledge economy in the 21st century offers the most promising
opportunity for higher education institutions in Asia to achieve leapfrog
development, which requires them to select, design and develop
strategies. It is important for a university to determine its development
strategy. Strategic positioning and plans of a university determines its
development goals, steps, path and strategy as well as how it allocates
resources, plays to its strength and stands out. Every Asian university
should have its own development strategy, characteristics, and distinct
disciplines.
The key to the development of Asian universities lies in the hand of
their presidents. We believe that, with the expansion of universities in
Asia and the increase of their roles, the impact of the presidents on the
development of universities will increase.
The key to building a university, especially a first-class university in
Asia and the world is a president who knows how to build a first-class
university. Faced by the many challenges of the modern society, for a
university to grow and progress, its president must play his/her duly role
in managing the university.
The roles of a university president include leader, educator and
innovator. The presidents of first-class universities in Asia should be the
embodiment of cultural ideals and virtues of a society. For a university,
its president should be a model with high academic achievement, strong
teaching ability, good moral character and noble personality as well as an
expert in the management of universities. He/she should be creative,
know how to educate and teach students and how to promote academic
innovation, have unique educational ideas and extensive teaching
experience, and have great social influence and a high level of social
prestige.
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Asian universities are embarking on a new journey of reform and
development. The responsibilities on their presidents are very heavy. We
hereby call on Asian governments to do more, in terms of policy
development and financial assistance, to support the development of
higher education and universities in Asia, and the private sectors of Asian
countries to pay more attention to the development of Asian universities.

·56·

Fourth Session
Pai Chai University of South Korea

October 7-9, 2005
Daejeon, South Korea

57

58

th

4 Session: Pai Chai University of South Korea in 2005 

Fourth Session: Hosted by Pai Chai University of
South Korea in 2005

1. Notes on the Fourth Session of the AUPF
The fourth session of the AUPF was successfully held by Pai Chai
University of South Korea from October 7 to 9, 2005. Pai Chai
University is a sister college of Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
and Chaoshan College. They established a friendly relationship in
January 2001. Their presidents have paid visits to each other’s campus.
The host university attached great importance to this event. On May 6,
2005, it sent invitations to colleges and universities in Asia and decided
the theme of this session (“Worldwide Strength and Development
Strategies of Asian Universities’ Education System”). It asked the
attending colleges and universities to send the resumes of their
presidents, school profile and speech notes before the event and compiled
and printed the above information and distributed it to each attendee. To
wow the attending presidents, Pei Chai University invested a lot of time
and money into this event to ensure perfection in every detail. An
Yuxiang, counselor of education with the Chinese embassy in the ROK
and the mayor of Daejeon attended and delivered a speech at the opening
ceremony. All attendees believed this session had done very well in event
preparation, services and ceremonial functions and the number of
attending countries and universities had increased.
1. The number of attending countries and HEIs has increased
significantly.
Only 38 delegates of 15 Chinese and Thai colleges and universities
attended the Non-Governmental Cooperation Meeting of Sino-Thai
Higher Education Institutions, the predecessor of the AUPF. At the
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second session was hosted by Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
of China in 2003, the name of the cooperation conference was finalized
as “Asian University Presidents Forum” and 38 delegates of 21 HEIs
from six countries, including South Korea, Vietnam, Malaysia and
Indonesia, as well as Macao, China, attended this session. In 2004, the
Forum was hosted by Shanghai International Studies University and
Singapore, Japan and Taiwan Province, China also joined the Forum. A
total of 50 delegates of 24 HEIs from eight countries and regions
attended this session. This year, the Forum was hosted by Pei Chai
University. In addition to the above countries and regions, Russia, India,
Israel, Saudi Arabia and the Philippines also joined the Forum. A total of
80 delegates of 57 HEIs from 12 countries and regions, not including
Singapore, attended this session, making this session the largest meeting
of the AUPF since its establishment. All new member institutions are
friendly colleges and universities of the host university. This situation
will continue because it is an important way to ensure sustainable
development of the Forum.
2. This session discussed a wide range of topics and offline
discussions were also productive.
Because of time limit, only 14 colleges and universities, of which
seven were from the Chinese Mainland, two from Taiwan Province,
China, three from Thailand, one from Malaysia, and one from Israel,
including four new member institutions, delivered a speech at this
session. All of them were friendly universities of Pei Chai University.
The speeches were centered on the importance of the internationalization
of education and relevant experience, teacher and student exchange
programs and other initiatives. Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages
of Taiwan stressed the importance of the importance of global citizenship
and Asian universities should step up the modernization of education,
stand out among other universities, promote knowledge innovation, and
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improve competitiveness as part of our effort to participate in the
internationalization of education. Attendees also actively engaged in
offline discussion during break time and meal time. They introduced
themselves to each other and expressed their willingness to cooperate.
These offline discussions had a more direct and positive impact on
promoting mutual understanding and friendship between Asian
universities, especially between presidents of universities in the Chinese
Mainland and Taiwan Province China, who didn’t have language barrier.
This session demonstrated the positive role played by the Forum in
promoting cooperation between member institutions and the leading role
of Chinese HEIs.
3. This session put forward some new suggestions for the
organization of the Forum.
Since the establishment of the AUPF (formerly the NonGovernmental Cooperation Meeting of Sino-Thai Higher Education
Institutions), the Constitution of the Forum has provided that the AUPF is
a non-governmental cooperation meeting between institutions of higher
learning. Although the Constitution was renamed after the Forum was
renamed as the Non-Governmental Cooperation Meeting of Sino-Thai
Higher Education Institutions, the content of the Constitution, which
stipulates the principles related to the operation of the Forum, remains
the same. Pei Chai University, based on its experience of hosting this
session, put forward the following suggestions on the amendment of the
Constitution of the AUPF regarding the organization and activities of the
Forum:
First, Article Four (Management and Membership)
The Forum should be made up by the Chair, directors, managers and
members.
Chair - During each session, the president of the Host University or
institution will be the chair of the Forum.
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Board of Directors - The Board of Directors is composed of the
presidents of colleges and universities which have hosted the Forum.
The Chair and the Board of Directors each has five responsibilities.
Members - Presidents of Asian HEIs which have attended the Forum
are members of the Forum.
Managers - The president of the host institution of the current
session has the authority to appoint a number of managers who are
responsible for the preparation of the Forum.
Secondly, Pei Chai University suggested that “the succeeding host
institution and the time for the next meeting will be decided at the annual
meeting of the Forum” (Article Five) should be amended to “the Forum
will be held once a year in principle and the succeeding host institution
and the time for the next meeting will be selected by the Board of
Directors from the candidates which have submitted applications at the
previous session”.
These two suggestions were approved at the closing ceremony and have
played a positive role in improving the Constitution. The amendment is
expected to come into force after being approved at the next session
hosted by Bangkok University of Thailand.
Sunday, October 16, 200

·62·

th

4 Session: Pai Chai University of South Korea in 2005 

2. Photos

Welcome Party

Meeting
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Evening party

From left to right: President of Liaoning University and President of
Pai Chai University
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Opening ceremony

Meeting
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Delegates on the campus of the host university

Photo with the delegates of Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
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Fifth Session: Hosted by Bangkok University of
Thailand in 2006
1. Review and Outlook for the AUPF
Distinguished President of Bangkok University and honorable presidents,
experts and professors:
The Asian University Presidents’ Forum, hosted by Bangkok
University, starts today. I wish the event a grand success. To improve the
AUPF, I would like to review the progress made by it so far and take a
look into its future. The Forum has met five times. At the first meeting,
the organization was called the Non-Governmental Cooperation Meeting
of Sino-Thai Higher Education Institutions. At the second meeting, it was
renamed as “Asian University Presidents’ Forum”. On May 1, 2002, the
Non-Governmental Cooperation Meeting of Sino-Thai Higher Education
Institutions was held by the Srinakharinwirot University of Thailand. The
meeting was initiated by Thailand’s Srinakharinwirot University and
Siam University and China’s Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
and Chaoshan College, which invited 15 universities in Thailand and
China (mainly Guangdong), including Bangkok University. The
Constitution drafted at this meeting provided that the membership would
be expanded to include other institutions of higher learning in Asia. In
October 2003, the second session was host by Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies, one of the initiators of the Forum. At the second session,
the organization was renamed as “Asian University Presidents’ Forum”.
The following two sessions were hosted by Shanghai International
Studies University of China and Pai Chai University of South Korea.
This is the fifth time the AUPF meets. This session was held by Bangkok
University. Because our university is one of the four initiators, we have
attended each session and seen the progress of the Forum with our own
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eyes. The concept of the Forum was proposed at the end of 1999 by
President of Srinakharinwirot University and President of Siamese
University during their visit to Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
and Chaoshan College in China. It took 8 years for the concept to
become reality. Five years have passed since the Forum was established.
During the last five years, the Forum has been gradually growing,
demonstrating remarkable vitality.
First, the number of attending countries and institutions is
growing.
Due to a lack of experience, the Non-Governmental Cooperation
Meeting of Sino-Thai Higher Education Institutions the predecessor of
the AUPF, only invited universities that were in friendly ties with the four
initiators. Among Chinese universities, only those in Guangdong
Province were invited. Therefore, only 15 Chinese and Thailand colleges
and universities attended the Non-Governmental Cooperation Meeting of
Sino-Thai Higher Education Institutions. At the session hosted by
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies in 2003, the conference was
renamed as “Asian University Presidents’ Forum” and 21 colleges and
universities across Asia attended the event. At the session hosted by
Shanghai International Studies University of China in 2004, 24 HEIs in
eight Asian countries and regions joined the AUPC. In 2005, the Forum
was hosted by the Non-Governmental Cooperation Meeting of Sino-Thai
Higher Education Institutions and 57 colleges and universities in 12
countries and regions attended this session. This year, the fifth session
was held by Bangkok University and 65 colleges and universities in 14
countries and regions attended this session. The increase in the attending
countries and regions and colleges shows the Forum has a certain
positive impact.
Secondly, the range of topics explored at the Forum is
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expanding and the depth of discussion is increasing.
This first session (i.e., the Non-Governmental Cooperation Meeting
of Sino-Thai Higher Education Institutions) mainly introduces the
universities of the two countries, their management experiences, and the
areas and projects of cooperation. After being renamed as the “Asian
University Presidents’ Forum,” the topics discussed at each session have
become more extensive. In 2003, Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies of China hosted for the first meeting of the Forum after it was
renamed. The theme of the session was “Globalization of Higher
Education in Asia.” Attendees discussed the meaning of the
internationalization of education, how to cultivate international talent,
how to run a university in accordance with international standards and
other relevant topics. The second session hosted by Shanghai
International Studies University of China in 2004 was centered on the
theme “reform of Asian universities and duties of their presidents.” The
attending university presidents introduced the development,
achievements and experience of their colleges and universities and
discussed the significance of stepping up reform and cooperation in
education against the backdrop of the globalization of education and
ways to achieve this goal. In 2005, the theme of the third session of the
Asian University Presidents’ Forum hosted by Pai Chai University of
South Korea was “Worldwide Strength and Development Strategies of
Asian Universities’ Education System.” Universities further exchanged
views on the importance of and experiences related to the
internationalization of education and teacher and student exchange
initiatives. These sessions have expanded the vision of the presidents of
member institutions and improved their thinking and decision making.
The theme of this session is “the Future of Asian Universities: Visions
and Strategies for Cooperation”. University presidents are invited to
discuss long-term development strategies and short-term cooperation
strategies. I believe, with the involvement of the presidents of the
·73·

 Sheng You Ru Yun

member institutions, this session will be a great success.
Thirdly, member institutions have strengthened their ties after
each session.
The annual event provides a platform for institutions of higher
learning across Asia to meet each other, establish friendship, share
information, learn from each other, and strengthen cooperation. The
Forum has seen a continual increase in the number of its members. In
addition to providing member institutions with opportunities to learn
from each other, the annual meetings of the Forum have also have paved
the way for exchanges between the attending universities. As far as I
know, some presidents of member institutions reached out to potential
partners at the annual meetings and paid visits to each other after the
meetings to share management experience. Some colleges and
universities have implemented student exchange programs and achieved
great results.
Except Japan, South Korea, and Singapore which are classified as
developed nations, most of the 49 countries and regions in Asia are
developing ones. Due to economic reasons, higher education in many
Asian countries is underdeveloped. The economies and education of the
12 countries and regions that have joined the Forum (57 member
institutions) are in better conditions compared to other Asian countries
and regions. These countries have extensive experience and best practices
related to increasing the role of colleges and universities in promoting
economic and social development and fully meeting the demand of
education. They can play an important role in revitalizing the Asian
economy, speeding up the development of and exchanges and
cooperation in education, and improving the quality of talent
development. Therefore, the Forum is of great significance for deepening
cooperation between Asian universities. We must ensure the sustainable
development of the AUPF and make it a “Hall of Wisdom” for presidents
of Asian universities. Based on previous experience, I have the following
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suggestions to improve the AUPF:
First of all, how to improve the efficiency of the Forum
Improving efficiency of the Forum is a continual, trial-and-error
process. According to Article One and Article Two of the Constitution of
the AUPF, the Forum has two functions: The first function is to serve as a
platform to facilitate communication between presidents of Asian
universities of information about, among others, education development
and reform, university management, personnel training, discipline
development. It is designed to keep us abreast of new developments in
education in Asia and help broaden our vision. No matter what the theme
of a session of the Forum is, it is important for the Forum to stay on track
to fulfill this mission. The second function is to search for cooperation
opportunities for member institutions and to promote cooperation and
common development. Cooperation projects should be chosen wisely
based on the conditions of the countries and universities. We should
advance cooperation in a step-be-step manner in accordance with the
principle of mutual benefits. Let’s not be too hasty. Rome was not built in
a day. We believe, in the future, the Forum will play a good role in
facilitating experience sharing and cooperation.
Secondly, how to expand the influence of the Forum
The Forum is a non-governmental organization, and remains in the
nascent stage of development. Due to a lack of experience, except
regional publicity campaigns, we did not use media to expand the reach
of our events. In the future, we should gradually expand the influence of
the Forum. To this end, the host institution should report to the local
government in advance and gain the support of high-level government
officials and get them involved. Secondly, after each session, the host
institution should publicize major outcomes of the Forum on media.
Related expenses should be accounted for in the budget. Thirdly, we
should increase the number of member institutions. In addition to
previous attending colleges and universities, the host institution may
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invite partner colleges and universities and member institutions may also
recommend other colleges and universities before the event. The final list
of attending institutions should be decided by the host college or
university at that year based on its own capability.
Thirdly, how to make the Forum more organized and flexible
Although the Forum has a constitution, it does not have a rigid
management system. University presidents attend the annual meetings of
the Forum on a voluntary basis. Member institutions take turns to host
the Forum. After each annual session, the university presidents will go
back to their own universities. It is difficult to set up a permanent
governing body. Even if we set up a permanent governing body, it will be
very difficult to run because of financing and staffing problems. This is
why the Constitution provides that member institutions shall take turns to
host annual meetings of the Forum. Each member institution with
sufficient capabilities should take the initiative to host the Forum. The
host institution should ensure a smooth handover to the next host
institution. Each host institution should prepare the introduction and
contact information of member institutions, the list of attendees and other
materials in accordance with the Constitution of the AUPF, compile and
print the speeches of the presidents of member colleges and universities,
distribute them to attendees and publicize the speeches if possible. The
Constitution of the Forum should be amended every three to five years.
The Forum should have an emblem and a flag which should be designed
this year and finalized at the next session. I believe, as long as we work
together, the AUPF will have a bright future.

Wednesday, June 14, 2006
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2. Letter to President of Bangkok University Mathana Santiwat
on the Revision of the Constitution of the AUPF
Distinguished President of Bangkok University Mathana Santiwat,
Hi! It will be Bangkok University’s turn to host the annual meeting
of the Asian University Presidents’ Forum. The member institutions have
made some suggestions regarding the amendment of the Constitution of
the Forum at the session held in South Korea. The AUPF has held four
annual meetings, including its predecessor the Non-Governmental
Cooperation Meeting of Sino-Thai Higher Education Institutions. The
next session seems to be a great opportunity to sum up experience and
improve the Constitution. Could Bangkok University amend the
Constitution of the AUPF and send the amendment to attendees before
the next session which will be submitted to the general meeting of the
members at the next session as required by Article 11 of the Constitution.
Because I was one of the main drafters of the Constitution and have been
involved in the past amendments of the Constitution, in order to improve
the Forum, I hereby take the liberty of offering some suggestions for the
amendment of the Constitution.
First, let’s review the history of the Forum. On December 13, 1999,
the delegations led by Mr. Sumonta Promboon, President of
Srinakharinwirot University of Thailand and Mr. Pornchal
Mongkhonvanit, President of Siam University of Thailand visited
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies and Chaoshan College. The
four colleges and universities established friendly relations with each
other. In order to establish a mechanism through which university
presidents from China and Thailand could frequently exchange
information and management experience, they jointly put forward a
proposal to establish a conference for Sino-Thai higher education
institutions. On November 30, 2000, consensus was reached that the four
institutions would initiate the Non-Governmental Cooperation Meeting
of Sino-Thai Higher Education Institutions and the membership would be
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expanded to include other universities in Asia. On May 2002, 38
delegates of 15 universities in China and Thailand, including Bangkok
University attended the first annual meeting of the organization hosted by
Srinakharinwirot University. To standardize future activities, the
Constitution of Sino-Thailand Non-governmental Cooperation
Conference for Higher Education Institutions (Draft) drafted by me was
submitted to the meeting for review. It was adopted at the meeting and
signed by the attending presidents of member universities. On October
2003, at the session hosted by Guangdong University of Foreign Studies,
the organization was renamed the “Asian University Presidents’ Forum.”
38 delegates of 21 colleges and universities six countries and regions in
Asia attended this session. Before the session, I amended the Constitution
was renamed as the “Constitution of the Asian Presidents Forum” at the
session. The amendment was signed by the attending presidents and
adopted at the session. In October 2004, the second session, hosted by
Shanghai International Studies University in the name of the Asian
University Presidents Forum, drafted a declaration, but did not amend the
Constitution. In May 2005, 80 delegates of 24 colleges and universities in
eight countries and regions in Asia attended this session. There was a
significant increase in the number of member institutions compared to
the previous sessions. Most new members were colleges and universities
in friendly relations with the host university. However, some host
universities failed to send an invitation or notice to each member
institution which has attended any of the previous sessions of the Forum
in accordance with Article Three of the Constitution. Some member
universities did not attend the annual meetings because they did not
receive any invitation or notice. The AUPF has held four annual
meetings, including its predecessor the Non-Governmental Cooperation
Meeting of Sino-Thai Higher Education Institutions. It’s high time to
amend and improve the Constitution. Based on the suggestions proposed
at the session hosted by Pai Chai University of South Korea, the
Constitution will be amended as follows:
I. Chapter One, Article Two: considering the Forum has held many
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annual meetings, member colleges and universities should not only
explore ways to cooperate with each other but also exchange views on
the implementation of cooperation projects. Therefore, “explore
possibilities to collaborate in areas of mutual interest” should be changed
to “explore possibilities to collaborate in areas of mutual interests and
implement cooperation projects.”
II. Chapter Two, Article Three: Universities and institutions which
have attended any previous annual session of the Forum are the members
of the Forum. Therefore, “Universities and institutions which have
attended the Forum are the members of the Forum” should be changed to
“Universities and institutions which have attended any previous annual
session of the Forum are the members of the Forum.”
III. Chapter Two, Article Four: (2 suggestions)
(1) Considering the Forum is a non-governmental organization and
serves as a platform for presidents of member institutions to meet
annually and the year’s host university is responsible for notifying
member institution, the Forum will not set up a “permanent” standing
executive council and this article should be amended accordingly.
(2) Suggestions offered at the session hosted by Pai Chai University
of South Korea on the amendment of provisions related to the
composition, organization and setting up of the Forum. Given that these
functions/responsibilities are undertaken by the host institution of that
year, it is specified in the Constitutions that the Constitution can only
stipulate general principles. However, the process of the annual meetings
of the Forum should be standardized. Questions such as how to decide
the host institution of the next session and how to improve the Forum
should be addressed. Therefore, we recommend that a board of directors
should be set up during the period of each annual session. The following
provision should be added at the end of Article Four:
“But during the annual meeting of the Forum, a temporary board of
directors may be set up with the president of the hosting university as
chairman and presidents of the initiators and universities that have hosted
annual meetings of the Forum as directors. The temporary board of
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directors should be responsible for deciding the host institution of the
next session, how to further promote the development of the Forum and
other related matters.”
IV. Chapter Four, Article Six: (3 suggestions)
(1) A host institution should meet certain requirements related to
venue, simultaneous interpretation services, etc. Therefore, the second
sentence of Article Six should be amended to “member institutions with
mature conditions shall take the turns to host the annual meetings of the
Forum.”
(2) Add “each session” in the third sentence of Article Six.
(3) The last sentence should be changed to “the host should be
selected by the temporary board of directors from the candidates which
have submitted applications.”
V. Chapter Three, Article Seven: Given that the host
college/university of each session may need to invite colleges and
universities in friendly relations with them to join the Forum, the third
sentence of Article Seven should be changed to “the host institution shall
send invitations and notifications to every member of the Forum,
including new members.”
VI. Note down the date of amendment at the end of the Constitution:
“Amended on MM/DD/2006 for the first time.”
Last but not least, I wish you the best of success with the next
session of the Forum. I’m looking forward to meeting you in Bangkok
next year.
Best wishes!
Written in my humble abode
Tuesday, October 25, 2005
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3. Photos

President of Siam University of Thailand (First from left)

Presidents of Bangkok University of Thailand (first and second from left)
Vice President of Guangdong University of Foreign Universities (fourth
from right)
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Speech at the meeting

Group photo of delegates attending the session
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Sixth Session: Hosted by Providence University of Taiwan
1. About the Sixth Session of the AUPF
The Sixth Session of the AUPF was hosted by Providence
University of Taiwan during November 14-15, 2007. Ji Shaoyou and I, as
representatives of one of the initiators of the AUPF were invited to attend
the session. The host notified us in advance of the theme of the session:
① service study, ② university fund and donation, and ③ international
communications. A hundred and sixty presidents, professors, scholars,
and educators of 89 universities from nine countries and regions attended
this session. At the opening ceremony, Dr. Lu Kulin, Deputy Minister of
Education of Taiwan, welcomed the attendees of the Forum. Mr. Wu
Jing, academician at National Cheng Kung University (former Minister
of Education of Taiwan, educator) was invited to deliver a speech titled
“Diversification and Multiple Responsibilities of Universities,” which
received active response. The event went very smoothly and generated
many creative ideas. The session did very well in the following aspects:
First, the host university did a great job preparing for the session. It
collected and verified relevant information of each delegate to be present
at the session, including itinerary and the size of clothes for attending
commemorative activities. Each commemorative cup, which was given
to attendees as a symbol of friendship, was handsomely engraved with
the name of each delegate. These event organization and service
experiences are very valuable for the improvement of the Forum.
Secondly, the two keynote speeches were anchored firmly on
pre-established themes and well prepared. Professor Hu Yibei of
Providence University, this session’s host university, delivered the theme
report titled “The Current and Future Role of Providence University in
Promoting Service Study,” which comprehensively introduced the
experience of Providence University in service study. The inspiring
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speech helped increase awareness and sense of responsibility of attendees
concerning this subject.
Thirdly, this session had the largest number of attending colleges
and delegates, reflecting the great importance attached to the Forum by
the
host
university
and
attending
universities.
Eleven
colleges/universities, all of which had a long history in the Chinese
mainland, attended this session. For many of them, it was the first time
for them to attend an annual meeting of the AUPF. Thanks to
commendable efforts made by Providence University to promote this
event, 61 colleges/universities in Taiwan attended this event, showing the
great importance attached by the presidents of these colleges/universities
to the Forum. To facilitate communication between attendees, the
preparatory department of Providence University printed the contact
information and photos of the delegates of each attending
colleges/universities and distributed it to attendees. This creative measure
is commendable.
Fourth, attendees actively exchanged views with each other on the
internationalization of education. Because there was not enough time for
each delegate to speak at the Forum, the event created a lot of offline
exchange opportunities for delegates. The role of the Forum is to serve as
a cross-border platform for communication between colleges/universities
in Asia. The 20-minute tea breaks, lunches, and dinners during the period
of the event offered excellent opportunities for delegates of
colleges/universities to communicate with each other. During the lunch
break on the first day of the session, attendees looked for potential
partners based on information on the list provided by the host university.
Providence University used tea breaks to sign cooperation agreements
other colleges/universities. Many other colleges/universities also
established cooperative relations offline. A lot of exchanges were carried
out after the session with the Forum as facilitator. The Forum has held
five annual meetings. Creative ideas were proposed at each session.
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Experiences of the host universities in organizing the annual meetings
will be brought into play in the future to improve the Forum. Future host
universities can learn many commendable things from Providence
University, thanks to which this session was a great success. For
example, like Providence University, future host universities may
introduce their experience in cultivating high-quality talents, and add the
photo of each delegate of the attending university/college in the brochure
of contact information of delegates, etc. However, in order to
continuously improve the Forum, there are some problems that need to
be addressed by host universities in the future.
The first is how to encourage member institutions to attend the
annual meetings of the Forum more frequently. Attending
colleges/universities varied greatly from session to session. Even some
initiators and host universities failed to attend some sessions. Most active
member institutions were Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
(China), Chaoshan College (China), Bangkok University, Pai Chai
University (South Korea), Providence University (Taiwan Province,
China), Wenzao Ursuline University (Taiwan Province, China) and Anhui
University (China). Some universities only attended one session, which
was not conducive for experience accumulation. According to the
Constitution, any college or university is considered a member of the
Forum as long as it has attended at least one session of the Forum. In the
past, some host universities failed to send invitations to every member.
The majority of attending colleges/universities at each session were
partners of the host universities. The AUPF should explore ways to
encourage member institutions to attend the annual meetings of the
Forum more frequently while following the principle of voluntary
participation at the same time.
The second is how to create more opportunities for university
presidents to express their views at annual meetings of the Forum. The
keynote speech of the president of the host university is central to each
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session of the Forum. It is also very important for the Forum to allow
more university presidents to share their views on the theme of each
session. To this end, host universities should, among other things,
develop a reasonable event schedule and make arrangements to ensure
smooth interpretation and translation of speeches. It is recommended that
each session’s host university should provide presidents who are invited
to give speeches on a pre-established theme at the session with sufficient
time to prepare for their speeches. Even if an invited president cannot
speak at the session, his speech can still be included in the collection of
speeches of that session.
The third is how to increase the number of countries and regions and
universities attending the Forum. The session hosted by Bangkok
University in 2006 had the highest number of attending countries and
regions (14 countries and regions). 89 colleges/universities attended the
session held by Providence University this year, which was the highest
among all sessions. Colleges/universities in the Chinese mainland,
Taiwan Province, China, Thailand and South Korea have contributed to
the development of the Forum. Among 49 Asian countries and regions,
relatively more developed economies such as Japan, India, Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Singapore have a relatively mature education sector. The
number of colleges/universities from these economies that have attended
the Forum was small and varied from year to year. In order to expand the
influence of the Forum, it is recommended that more universities in these
countries should be invited in the future.
Fourth, whether the Forum should set up a temporary management
body during the period of each annual meeting. As the Forum does not
have a permanent body, member colleges/universities take turns to host
annual meetings of the Forum. The host university will be responsible for
the selection of the theme, preparation, and services of the session. Past
host universities did very well in this respect. However, questions such as
how to promote the sustainable development of the Forum, whether host
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universities should set up a temporary consultation body, and whether the
temporary body should be chaired by the president of the host university
at the time and composed of the presidents of past host universities and
initiators of the Forum remain unanswered. These issues should be
addressed in the Constitution.
The fifth is how to evaluate the effects of the Forum. One of the
purposes of the Forum is to promote exchanges and cooperation among
universities in Asia. Some colleges/universities have actively kept in
touch with each other after each session, including this session. In order
to sum up experience in this respect, host colleges/universities may
consider including post-meeting communication in the topics of
discussion of the Forum and introducing the experience of
colleges/universities which have done exceptionally well in this respect.

Wednesday, November 21, 2007
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2. Photos

President of Pai Chai University of South Korea (second from left) President
of Providence University, Taiwan Province, China (second from right)

Ceremony for the signing of a cooperation agreement
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Group photo of delegates attending the session
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Seventh Session: Hosted by Anhui University of China in 2008
1. Contributions Made by the Seventh Session of the AUPF
The 2008 Asian University Presidents Forum was hosted by Anhui
University on September 14-17. The event coincided with the 80th
anniversary of Anhui University. The host invited not only presidents of
Asian universities but also their counterparts from Europe and America.
Over 121 presidents from 65 universities in 16 countries and regions
attended this session. They had discussions around the theme of
“Education and Employability; International Communications;
University Culture” as well as the development and cooperation of higher
education against the backdrop of economic globalization. The Anhui
Provincial Government attached great importance to this session. Mr. Xie
Guangxiang spoke at the opening ceremony on behalf of the provincial
government to welcome all of the participating presidents, and Mr.
Cheng Yi, Director-General of the Provincial Department of Education,
made a keynote speech. On the evening of the ceremony Mr. Wang
Shanyun, then Anhui provincial governor, met with the attending
presidents and held a banquet to extend to them his welcome. To prepare
for the event, the host university Anhui University made careful
arrangements and invested a lot of time and capital in the event. A lot of
creative measures were adopted to prepare this session which contributed
to the development of the Asian University Presidents Forum.
First of all, this session defined the exact number of sessions that
had been held so far.
In the speech delivered at the opening ceremony, President of Anhui
University Huang Dekuan stated that “the Asian University Presidents
Forum was initiated by colleges/universities in China and Thailand in
2002.” Vice Governor of Anhui Province Xie Guangxiang also stressed
that the Asian University Presidents Forum was established in 2002.
Before that, there was no specific statement about the number of sessions
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the Forum had held. At the session hosted by Srinakharinwirot University
of Thailand in 2002, the conference was named as the
Non-Governmental Cooperation Meeting of Sino-Thai Higher Education
Institutions which was the predecessor of the Asian University Presidents
Forum. The Non-Governmental Cooperation Meeting of Sino-Thai
Higher Education Institutions was initiated by four colleges/universities
in China and Thailand, which were Srinakharinwirot University and
Siam University of Thailand and Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies and Chaoshan College of China. The first conference was hosted
in Thailand and invited universities in Thailand and Guangdong. It was
the plan of the initiators to gradually expand the membership to include
other universities in Asia. The Conference was officially named the
“Asian University Presidents Forum” in 2003 when Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies acted as the host. The session was the
second session of the organization and the first session held in the name
of the AUPF. To honor the legacy of the AUPF, Anhui University clearly
defined the Presidents Conference of Sino-Thai Higher Education
Institutions as the predecessor and first session of the AUPF and this
session as the seventh session. The following is past sessions in
chronological order:
First session: hosted by Srinakharinwirot University of Thailand in
May 2002
Second session: hosted by Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
of China in October 2003
Third session: hosted by Shanghai International Studies University
in October 2004
Fourth session: hosted by Pai Chai University of South Korea in
October 2005
Fifth session: hosted by Bangkok University of Thailand in October
2006
Sixth session: hosted by Providence University of Taiwan in
October 2007
Seventh session: hosted by Anhui University in September 2008
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It was clearly specified on the promotional flags on the campus of
Anhui University, the screen at the venue and relevant materials
distributed by Anhui University that this session was the seventh session
of the Asian University Presidents Forum so that member institutions
could get a full rundown on the chronological order of the sessions of the
Forum.
The eighth session will be hosted by Universitas Negeri Jakarta of
Indonesia in 2009. The session following that will be the ninth session
and so on.
Secondly, this session formally determined the logo and the flag of
the Forum.
Anhui University is very creative in establishing a sense of honor
and responsibility among member institutions. It designed a flag and a
logo for the Forum, to be used in the handover ceremony to create a
sense of honor and solemnity. At the closing ceremony on September 17,
the president of Anhui University handed the flag and the logo over to the
host university for the 2009 Session, Universitas Negeri Jakarta, amid an
uproar of applause, creating a solemn atmosphere.
Thirdly, this session offered more opportunities for university
presidents to speak.
Drawing from the experience of the previous host universities,
Anhui University designed three forms of communication.
The first is speeches at the convention center. The host university
notified attending university president of the theme of the session in
advance to ensure that they had enough time to prepare their speeches. It
had the speech transcripts translated and compiled and sent to each
attendee. Ten university presidents delivered speeches at the conference
center and received good response of audience.
The second is dialogues between university presidents. The forum
has arranged two dialogues. Each dialogue was attended by four
university presidents who exchanged views on a wide range of topics
concerning the management and development of universities.
The third is group discussion. Group discussion offered an
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opportunity for everyone to express their views on the theme of this
session and provide suggestions to improve the Forum.
Fourth, the host universities provided attendees with warm and
thoughtful services.
It was the first time for a host university to offer volunteer services
for attendees. Each university had a designated volunteer who could
speak the language of the country of the university picking up delegates
of the university, arranging accommodation and meals for them and
accompanying them at meetings and on tours. For presidents of foreign
universities, these volunteers also served as their interpreters so language
barriers would not be a problem. Thanks to these volunteers, the Forum
was a great success.
More and more countries, regions, and universities will have the
opportunity to host the Forum. The host universities will become the
backbone of the Forum. The AUPF does not have a permanent
administration body, but a standing committee made up by host
universities may be set up. The members of the standing committee may
take turns to host the annual meetings of the Forum. The scope of
cooperation and discussion will be expanded in the future. The flag and
the logo of the Forum were decided at the seventh session. Our next step
is to design an emblem to make the image of the Forum more complete.
Issues such as the Standing Committee, the flag, the logo and the emblem
may be addressed in the Constitution of the AUPF when the Forum is
ready.
Friday, September 19, 2008
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2. Photos

Meeting
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Deputy President Han Shi (first from left)
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Eighth Session: Hosted by Universitas Negeri Jakarta in 2009
1. The Closing Ceremony of the Eighth Session of the AUPF
The eighth session of the AUPF was hosted by Universitas Negeri
Jakarta of Indonesia from October 19 to 21, 2009. The 110 attending
delegates were from 45 universities in 11 countries and regions. Ji
Shaoyou and I, as representatives of Chaoshan College, which is one of
the initiators of the AUPF, were invited to attend the session. Discussions
and dialogues at this session were centered on how to improve and
guarantee the quality of higher education. About eight university
presidents delivered speeches and more than a dozen
colleges/universities participated in the dialogues through which they
exchanged views on the theme and learned a lot from each. It was the
first time for many colleges/universities to attend this Forum. A lot of
attend universities signed cooperation agreements before this session
came to an end.
30 teachers and 80 student volunteers of Universitas Negeri Jakarta
spent about three months, starting from August, preparing for the event.
Thanks to their hard work, this session was a great success and attendees
enjoyed great services. The flags of countries and regions of the attending
universities as well as the flag of the Forum were displayed on both sides
of the podium, creating a solemn atmosphere.
In addition to the exchange of experience and promotion of
cooperation, this session also amended the Constitution for the first time.
The Constitution was renamed as the “Constitution of the Asian
University Presidents Forum” at the second session hosted by
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies in 2003. Since the fourth
session, the Forum has been considering amendments to the Constitution.
The seventh session, which was hosted by Anhui University, determined
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the flag and the logo of the Forum, paving the way for the revision of the
Constitution. After several consultations with Universitas Negeri Jakarta,
the amendment of the Constitution was put on the agenda. At the meeting
chaired by the president of Universitas Negeri Jakarta before the closing
ceremony, several previous host colleges/universities and initiating
institutions of the Forum studied the amendment which was approved at
the session. The first amendment to the Constitution was the first step of
the Forum to make the Constitution as perfect as it can be so that it would
play a positive role in guiding the Forum towards the right direction. It
was one of the outcomes of this session. At the closing ceremony, the flag
and logo of the Forum was handed over to President of Norton
University of Cambodia, which will host the ninth session of the AUPF
next year in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
The purpose of the Forum is to encourage Chinese higher education
institutions to strengthen cooperation with other Asian universities and
play a more active role in promoting the development of higher education
in Asia. Over the past seven to eight years, the Forum has played an
increasingly important role in this regard. Among the past eight sessions,
the Chinese mainland held three sessions and Taiwan Province held one
session. Many colleges/universities in the Chinese mainland and Taiwan
Province have attended the Forum and delivered high-quality speeches.
Chinese host universities have also played a key role in demonstrating
how to successfully host annual meetings of the Forum. I believe the
amended Constitution will guide the Forum towards a better future.
Friday, October 23, 2009
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2. A Letter to President of Universitas Negeri Jakarta of
Indonesia
President of Universitas Negeri Jakarta,
How are you? The 8th session of the Asian University Presidents
Forum will be hosted by your university in 2009. Please accept my most
sincere congratulations.
In order to provide future host colleges/universities with information
on attending countries, regions and institutions of each session, during
the seventh session hosted by Anhui University, I compiled a register
which compiled all relevant information of the past sessions and the
register was forwarded by the director of the Foreign Affairs Office of
Anhui University to the presidents of your university, Norton University
of Cambodia and Kochi University of Japan. The book sent to you this
time is a collection of my speeches at past sessions and related articles.
We hope it will come into handy when you prepare for the eighth session.
Since its founding, the Asian University Presidents Forum has
received wide attention from and welcomed by universities in Asian
countries and regions. Each host university has made a great contribution
to the development of the Forum. As one of the initiators of the Forum, I
have kept an eye on the development of the Forum and attended each
session. I have also analyzed the features of each session so that future
host universities can draw on experience of past host universities. The
following suggestion for the next session:
First, we must invite the presidents of the four initiating universities,
the previous host university, and the next host university. These
colleges/universities are members of the Standing Committee of the
Forum.
I. Four initiators of the Forum are
Srinakharinwirot University of Thailand (host university of the first
session)
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Siam University of Thailand
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies of China (host university
of the second session)
Chaoshan College, Guangdong, China
II. Universities that have hosted the Forum are:
Shanghai International Studies University of China (host university
of the third session)
Pai Chai University of South Korea (host university of the fourth
session)
Bangkok University of Thailand (host university of the fifth session)
Providence University of Taiwan (host university of the sixth
session)
Anhui University of China (host university of the seventh session)
III. Future host colleges/universities are
Universitas Negeri Jakarta (Eighth Session)
Norton University of Cambodia (Ninth Session)
Kochi University of Japan
...
These colleges/universities are key members of the Forum. When
the number of countries and regions that have hosted the Forum increases
to about one-third of the total number of countries and regions in Asia
and the number of universities has increased to 20 or so, the member
institutions may take turns to host the Forum.
Secondly, to increase the number of members, in addition to old
member institutions, Universitas Negeri Jakarta should also invite
universities in countries and regions that have not attended the Forum.
Thirdly, the seventh session hosted by Anhui University has decided
the flag and logo of the Forum. Universitas Negeri Jakarta may consider
designing an emblem for the Forum. A few years ago, Chaoshan College
designed an emblem but it was not adopted by the Forum. If you need it,
we may send it to you via the Internet.
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Fourth, about eight years have passed since the Constitution of the
Forum was drafted. It is high time for amendment.
For example: ① A separate chapter concerning the flag, logo and
emblem of the Forum may be added to the Constitution.
② The initiating universities and previous host universities are
members of the Standing Committee of the University and may decide
the major issues of the Forum through consultation when necessary. This
provision should also be added as a separate article to Chapter Two of the
Constitution.
I hope the above suggestions will be useful to you.
Best wishes.

Monday, October 6, 2008
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3. Photos

Chen Jianping, Deputy Secretary of Party Committee of Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies of China (first from left)
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The Standing Committee was discussing the amendment of the
Constitution

Flag handover ceremony of the Forum
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Delegates were visiting a tourist site in Indonesia

Group photo of delegates attending the session
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Some representatives
President of Universitas Negeri Jakarta (middle in the front row)
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Ninth Session: Hosted by Norton University of Cambodia in
2010
1. Speech at the Ninth Session of the AUPF in Cambodia
Distinguished presidents:
First, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to President of
Norton University for giving me a picture of Cambodian scenery at the
closing meeting of the Asian University Presidents Forum hosted by
Universitas Negeri Jakarta last year. Today, in return, I want to give my
book Wan Qing Collection to President of Norton University. This
collection, containing four volumes, was published in my later years.
“Wan Qing” means late sunshine. It came from a poem of Li Shangqiu, a
Chinese poet in the Tang Dynasty, which said “God gave his pity to the
delicate green grass (by stopping the rain) and people started to cherish
this late sunshine.” It means that old people like to look back at life and
think about the good old days. This collection records my contributions
to the China’s education sector and things I have done to promote higher
education in Asia. When I was working for Chaoshan College in
Guangdong, China in 2000, I participated in the establishment of the
Forum and the planning of the first session in Thailand in 2002 and
drafted the Constitution of the Forum. This session is the ninth session of
the Forum. I have attended each session, expressed my views on how to
improve the Forum, and written summaries for each session. I also
participated in the amendment the Constitution at the eighth session and
wrote the introduction and history of the Forum, which are included in
Volume 3 and Volume 4 of Wan Qing Collection. To promote the Forum,
Chaoshan College also burned information of the Forum to CDs and gave
them to member colleges/universities of the Forum and compiled the lists
of attendees of each session and sent them to the host universities. I
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hereby give Wan Qin Collection and relevant materials of the Forum to
Norton University and congratulate Norton University on their
contribution to Cambodia’s economic development by promoting higher
education.
Thank you!
Phnom Penh, December 18
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2. The 9th Session of the AUPF was held in Phnom Penh, the
capital city of Cambodia
The 9th session of the AUPF was hosted by Norton University in
Phnom Penh, the capital city of Cambodia from December 16 to 18,
2010. 55 presidents and professors of 17 colleges/universities in 11
countries and regions attended this session. The theme of this session was
“Challenges and Prospects for Higher Education Institutions.” Activities
at this session included keynote speeches, dialogues between university
presidents, group discussions, press conferences, and ceremonies for
signing cooperation agreements between member colleges/universities.
The Minister of Education of Cambodia attended the opening ceremony
of the session and delivered a speech. The session was very successful.
The next session (10th session) will be hosted by Kansai University of
International Studies in Tokyo, Japan, and the 11th session will be held in
India.
Honorary President Zhuang Mingying attended this session on
behalf of Chaoshan College, which is one of the initiators of the Forum.
To promote the development of the Forum, Chaoshan College prepared
the list of attending countries and regions and institutions of all previous
sessions and their contact information and burned the introduction and
history of the Forum to DVDs and handed them, together with the logo
and flag of the Forum, over to the next host university. This action
received wide praise from attendees. In the future, in order to improve
the Forum, each host university should supplement the list of attending
countries and regions and universities and hand it over to the next host.
Monday, December 20, 2010
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3. Photos

Speech at the session

Press conference
From left to right: President of Asia University of Japan, President of Norton
University of Cambodia, and President of Bangkok University of Thailand
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Group photo of some attending university presidents

Group photo of delegates attending the session
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Tenth Session: Hosted by Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT)
of India in 2011
1. Celebration of the 10th Anniversary of the AUPF
--- Speech at the 10th Session of the AUPF
Distinguished President of Vellore Institute of Technology,
First, let me congratulate VIT on successfully holding the 10th
session of the AUPF which is especially important because this year is
the tenth anniversary of the Forum. Over the past nine years, the Forum
has been hosted by Srinakharinwirot University (Thailand), Bangkok
University (Thailand), Guangdong University of Foreign Studies (China),
Shanghai International Studies University (China), Anhui University
(China), Pai Chai University (South Korea), Providence University
(Taiwan, China), Universitas Negeri Jakarta (Indonesia), and Norton
University (Cambodian). The past sessions invited presidents of higher
education institutions of 16 countries and regions in Asia, including
Japan, the Philippines, Vietnam, Singapore, India, Malaysia, Israel,
Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia, and Macau, as well as colleges/universities of
Russia, Australia, Sudan, and other countries. 822 delegates of 398
colleges/universities have attended the Forum. The AUPF is a major
event for university presidents in Asia. Many university presidents attach
great importance to the development of the Forum. They have not only
attended annual meetings of the Forum personally but also brought
professors and delegates of their universities with them. Each previous
host university attached great importance to the annual meetings of the
Forum and invested a lot of time and capital in preparing the event.
Therefore, each previous session has been very successful and unique.
The theme of the Forum varied from session to session and concerned a
wide range of topics, including globalization of education, education
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reform in Asia, education development, cooperation and exchange in
education, the duties of university presidents, how to improve the quality
of education, education services, and student employment. Forms of
communication adopted by the Forum included, among others, keynote
speeches, face-to-face dialogues, and group discussions. Each host
university has compiled articles, reports, speeches, and experience
summaries of the corresponding session and given them to the attendees.
In 2004, the fourth session hosted by Shanghai University of Foreign
Studies in China published the Shanghai Declaration of 2004 AUPF,
which expressed the aspirations of Asian university presidents. At each
session, a ceremony was held for the signing of cooperation agreements,
which was one of the outcomes of the Forum. Local governments
attached great importance to hosting the Forum in their countries. Each
session invited officials of education authorities of the host country to
attend the opening ceremony and deliver welcoming or keynote
speeches. To show their hospitality, some local governments invited
delegates to banquets. All previous host universities have made
painstaking efforts to ensure every small detail was as perfect as it could
be and make the delegates happy. They also organized tours and variety
performances that showcased the culture of the country and the
university, generating a merry and lively atmosphere and leaving fond
memories for attendees. After each session, many colleges/universities
signed cooperation agreements and sent delegations to visit partner
universities and implemented cooperation projects. Some also
implemented teacher and student exchange programs, summer camp
projects, tours, etc.
Over the past decade, the Forum has become a major annual event
that brings together university presidents across Asia. As a great learning,
communication, and cooperation platform for Asian university
presidents, the AUPF has made the following accomplishments:
It has become a fixed mechanism for some Asian university
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presidents to learn from and communicate with each other and seek
cooperation opportunities.
It has accelerated the process of education internationalization in
some Asian universities.
It has strengthened ties between some Asian universities and
promoted communication between their teachers and students.
We hope that, in the next decade, more universities from more
countries in Asia will join in and work together to contribute to the
revitalization of the Asian economy by cultivating a large number of
outstanding individuals who possess an international vision, and to build
a prosperous and harmonious Asia.
This is my first time to visit our neighbor India. As a senior Chinese
educator, I am very excited to attend this year’s AUPF event. China and
India are major powers in Asia, both having a large population and a long
history. In their fight for national independence and liberation, the
peoples of the two countries supported each other. After that, the two
neighbors reached an agreement to abide by the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence. Both of them are members of the BRICS.
Friendship and cooperation between the two countries are valued greatly
by our generation. I’m very glad to have this opportunity to visit VIT and
hope that the Forum will promote cooperation and mutual understanding
between Chinese and Indian universities and drive the development of
higher education in the two countries. Thank you!
August 24
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2. Notes on the 10th Session of the AUPF
(November 14-16, 2011)

The 10th session of the AUPF was hosted by Vellore Institute of
Technology (VIT) from November 14 to 16, 2011. This session was
attended by 55 delegates from universities in 13 countries and regions,
among which universities from Mongolia, Iran, Bangladesh, and Fiji
attended the Forum for the first time. A lot of universities which had
attended the Forum did not show up at this session due to distance and
other reasons, such as the fact that the host university was an engineering
university and did not invited other Indian universities. Participating
Chinese universities included Guangdong University of Foreign Studies,
Sichuan University, Yangzhou University, Guangdong Institute of
Technology, and Chaoshan College. The theme of this session was
“Impact of Globalization of Higher Education Institutions on the Asian
Economy.” Representatives of Mongolian universities, Israeli
universities, Iranian universities, Yangzhou University, Dongseo
University, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Bangkok
University, Vellore Institute of Technology, and Chaoshan College
delivered speeches at the opening ceremony. Many teachers and students
of VIT also attended the session. Participating universities/colleges
signed cooperation agreements before the Forum came to an end.
This was the first time for the AUPF to be held in India, the second
largest country in Asia. The host VIT and the local government regarded
it as an honor to host the event. VIT is a private university and ranks first
in India. It has the most beautiful campus among all Indian
colleges/universities, covering four thousand acres of land. It has more
than 10,000 students and seven colleges. Students will be given a
certificate in engineering issued by a UK-based certification body. VIT
has set up a Chinese Language Centre and Confucius Institute and has
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more than 400 Chinese students. As part of its effort to prepare this
session, VIT refurbished some of its dormitories and planted flowers in
places where guests would visit. It also built a temporary dining hall in
its open-air stadium and hired professional chefs and service personnel.
Every detail of the event was meticulously prepared. Former governor of
the State of Tamil Nadu was invited to deliver a speech at the opening
ceremony. The current governor of the State of Tamil Nadu attended the
closing ceremony and delivered a speech. Among all previous sessions,
this session received the most attention from local government.
Hindustan Times, an Indian daily newspaper, used half a page to cover
the event on November 15, with photos of the opening ceremony. The
report also called for the establishment of an education bank to lend
money to poor students to pay for their tuitions. After discussion, the
Standing Committee decided that the next session would be hosted by
Dongseo University of South Korea. The flag and logo of the Forum
were handed over to the next host university at the closing ceremony of
this session. President of VIT put forward a proposal to set up an official
website to publish the outcomes of the Forum and collect membership
fees from member universities. This proposal was well received among
members. Issues such as how to implement this proposal, which country
the website should be located in, and which university should be
responsible for the management of the website will be discussed at the
next session to be hosted by Dongseo University of South Korea.

November 19, 2011
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3. Photos
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Venue of the session

Podium
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Speech at the meeting

Ceremony for the signing of the cooperation agreement with institutions
of higher learning in Bengal
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Show

Group photo of delegates attending the session
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Eleventh Session: Hosted by Dongseo University, Busan,
South Korea in 2012
1. Achievements Made by the AUPF
--Speech at the 11th Session of the AUPF
Distinguished presidents, experts, and professors:
A decade has passed since the Asian University Presidents Forum
was founded. In the past decade, ten sessions of the Forum have been
held. 877 delegates of 415 colleges/universities from 20 countries and
regions attended the Forum. The host universities have invested a lot of
time and capital in the preparation of the annual meetings which have
attracted colleges/universities from many countries. They have delivered
good results with a positive impact. At the previous annual sessions,
member universities actively participated in communication and
exchange and signed cooperation agreements with each other. After the
annual sessions, many colleges/universities sent delegations to visit
partner universities, implemented teacher and student exchange
programs, organized summer camps and tours, etc., in accordance with
their cooperation agreements. In short, the Forum has become a
permanent mechanism for Asian university presidents to learn from and
communicate and cooperate with each other. It has helped accelerate the
internationalization of some Asian universities and promoted cooperation
between Asian universities and encouraged their teachers and students to
communicate with each other.
In order to consolidate and promote the achievements of the Forum,
summarize past experience, step up communication between members, it
is necessary to set up the permanent secretariat and official website at one
of the member institutions of the Standing Committee. I have made a
recommendation to Dr. Jekuk Chang, President of Dongseo University,
the host of this session, that Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
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(GDUFS) can serve this role because of the following four reasons:
1. GDUFS is one of the initiators of the Forum.
2. It is the host of the second session at which the Forum was
renamed “Asian University Presidents Forum” in accordance with the
proposal of the university.
3. GDUFS is a top Chinese university with an international outlook
and offers a wide range of foreign language programs.
4. It is an active member of the Forum. It has sent a delegation of
3-5 representatives, led by its president, to attend each session. The
university has delivered keynote speeches at annual sessions and played a
positive role in promoting the development of the Forum. It has also built
an extensive network of relations with other participating universities.
After the Secretariat and website are set up, the university will be
responsible for collecting and analyzing information and experience of
the previous sessions, summing up the outcomes of each session, offer
suggestions on how to improve the Forum, and provide information on
cooperation between universities in a timely manner. The Secretariat and
website will serve as a link between the member institutions of the
AUPF. For the Secretariat and website to play their due roles, we will
need previous host universities and member institutions in partnership to
provide information on previous sessions and cooperation projects to the
Secretariat and the website.
In order to put this proposal into practice, I have suggested that the
Constitution be amended for the second time.
Asia has more than 40 countries and regions. If we work together, I
believe the membership of the Forum will gradually expand to the entire
Asia and cooperation between Asian universities will deepen. Thank you!
October 30
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2. Sheng You Ru Yun
--- Notes on the 11th Session of the AUPF
From October 28 to 31, 2012, the 11th session of the AUPF, themed
“The Era of Asia: Creating a Cooperative Network of Asian
Universities,” was hosted by Dongseo University of Korea. 140
presidents and delegates from 68 universities in 17 countries and regions
attended this session. They exchanged views on issues related to higher
education in Asia and signed cooperation agreements. Due to the great
efforts put into the preparation by the host university, the event was a
huge success. This session did exceptionally well in the following
aspects:
First, thorough preparation
As the host, Dongseo University attached great importance to this
event which coincided with the 20th anniversary of the university.
Dongseo University considered it an honor to host an annual session of
the AUPF and sent out invitations, which were written in a sincere
manner, more than 10 months in advance. During the event, thanks to
good planning and thorough preparation, it all went swimmingly well.
Secondly, timely communication
During preparation, Dongseo University timely communicated with
participating universities about the preparation, schedule, and topics to be
discussed at the session to keep them well informed. Many university
presidents made a request to speak at the session. The purpose of
promoting communication was thus achieved.
Third, democratic working style
The Constitution stipulates that the president of the host university
is the chairman of the Forum during the session. The presidents of the
initiating universities and previous host universities are members of the
Standing Committee of the Forum. The Standing Committee is the
decision-making body of the Forum. During this session, Dr. Jekuk
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Chang, President of Dongseo University of South Korea served as
Chairman of the Forum. He is a modest and friendly person. Under his
leadership, this session ran smoothly and the Standing Committee also
played its due role. Issues to be discussed at this session included, among
others: (1) the establishment of the secretariat and website of the Forum
at GDUFS; (2) whether to endorse the Asian Summer Program organized
by Dongseo University; (3) the publishing of Busan Declaration at the
11th Session of the AUPF; and (4) future host universities. Dr. Jekuk
Chang sent e-mails in advance to each member of the Standing
Committee to ask for their advice and keep them updated. Many
members offered their opinions regarding the above issues. Due to
effective communication and good leadership of Dr. Jekuk Chang, the
discussion about the above issues went smoothly at the meeting of the
Standing Committee. At the opening ceremony of the Forum, all
members of the Standing Committee were arranged to sit on the rostrum
to show respect for and recognition of their contributions to the Forum. It
also shows the unique leadership style of Dr. Jekuk Chang and future
host universities may draw on the experience of Dongseo University.
Fourth, remarkable outcomes
At the opening ceremony of this session, one of the initiators
Chaoshan College gave a piece of calligraphy saying “Sheng You Ru
Yun,” an expression coined by a Chinese poet of the early Tang dynasty
Wang Bo, to the host university as a gift for the 20th anniversary of
Dongseo University and to congratulate it on the successful 11th session
of the AUPF. This gift was well received by Dongseo University and
displayed at the meeting, creating a lively atmosphere. “Sheng You Ru
Yun” has become a symbol of friendship to the AUPF. Because the
Forum is a non-governmental organization and a permanent governing
body is not suitable for such organizations, to ensure the sustainable
development of the Forum and strengthen communication and
cooperation between member institutions, a proposal has been put
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forward to set up a secretariat and website for the Forum at GDUFS. On
this issue, Chaoshan College delivered a speech titled “Carry Forward the
Legacy of the Asian University Presidents Forum,” which elaborated on
the reasons for this proposal, as well as the roles and responsibilities of
the secretariat and website. Member institutions expressed support for the
proposal which was later passed by the Standing Committee. The
Standing Committee also decided to endorse the Asian Summer Program
organized by Dongseo University and the host universities of the Forum
for the next three years (the 2013 session in Malaysia, the 2014 session in
Japan or Iran, and the 2015 session by GDUFS). The Busan Declaration
of the 11th Session of the Asian University Presidents Forum, which
contained the above decisions, was published. At the closing ceremony,
the Busan Declaration was read by Chairman Dr. Jekuk Chang and this
session ended with loud applause.
Wednesday, November 14, 2012
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3. Letter to President of Dongseo University of South Korea
Distinguished President of Dongseo University,
A decade has passed since the Asian University Presidents Forum
was founded in 2002. In the past decade, ten sessions of the Forum have
been held. So far, 877 delegates of 415 colleges/universities from 20
countries and regions have attended the Forum. These sessions and the
experience of previous host universities have paved the way for a better
future of the Forum. To improve the Forum and expand its role in
promoting the development of higher education in Asia, we have put
forward the following suggestions regarding the second amendment to
the Constitution:
First, in order to promote the sustainable development of the Forum,
Secretariat should be set up at GDUFS, a member institution of the
Standing Committee. The Secretariat will be responsible for liaison and
communication after annual sessions of the Forum. This provision should
be written into Article Four of the Constitution.
Second, in order to improve the Forum and strengthen the ties
between Asian universities, GDUFS should set up a website for the
AUPF. The fund required for running the website will be paid out of
annual membership fees in accordance with the budget prepared by
GDUFS. This provision should be written into Article Five of the
Constitution.
Third, in the case that no college/university takes the initiative to
host the Forum, the Secretariat at GDUFS should recommend candidates
and the final host should be decided after consultation with member
institutions, or the member institutions of the Standing Committee may
take turns to host the Forum. This provision should be written into Article
Six of the Constitution.
Asia has more than 40 countries and regions. We will strive to
expand the scope and increase the level of communication and
·142·

th

11 Session: Dongseo University, Busan, South Korea in 2012 

cooperation in the future. The above suggestions and the draft of the
second amendment to the Constitution with notes are hereby sent to you
for consideration. We hope the proposal will be submitted to the Standing
Committee for discussion during the next session.
Best wishes!

July 9
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4. Letter of Reply from Chang Jekuk, President of Dongseo
University of South Korea
(August 9)
Distinguished President Zhuang Mingying,
First of all, we would like to thank you for your contribution to
the 2012 session of the AUPF. Although so far only a limited number of
universities have confirmed that they would attend this session,
everything has run very smoothly. We will do all our best to ensure the
smooth running of this session.
We agree with the proposal put forward in your letter dated July 9
that members of the Standing Committee vote on the matter regarding
designation of GDUFS as the Secretariat of the AUPF, which will be
responsible for liaison and setting up the website of the Forum, and the
nomination of candidates for the chairman of the Forum should not
include institutions which have voluntarily applied for the positions. We
also agree that the Constitution of the AUPF should be amended if the
majority of the member institutions agree.
We suggest this session set up a management committee or appoint
a manager to manage the Forum. This matter has been discussed by the
Standing Committee many times. We believe a board of directors will be
more devoted to the Forum than the current Standing Committee.
Members of the board of directors can be selected from the Standing
Committee or active member universities of the Forum. The Forum will
run more smoothly under the leadership of the Board and the Secretariat.
In addition, we also hope to put the Asian Summer Program (ASP)
on the agenda. This year, we have planned an international summer camp
called “Asian Summer Program” with four universities in Japan,
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand. The ASP was held in July in
Surabaya, Indonesia. 143 students and teachers from five universities
participated in the three-week program. Students can choose any two
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courses offered by teachers from the five universities. The ASP brought
together students from different countries, providing them with an
opportunity to broaden their horizon, make new friends, and learn about
the customs of other countries.
We would like to show you what we have achieved in our first ASP.
We sincerely hope the ASP will be included in the Constitution of the
Forum and more Asian universities will participate in the project. The
second ASP will be held next year at Dongseo University of South
Korea. If this proposal is adopted, it will be one of the major outcomes of
the 2012 session. We believe the Program will greatly benefit Asian
students and cultivate future leaders for Asia.
I look forward to your suggestions.
Yours faithfully,

President of Dongseo University of South Korea
Chang Jekuk
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5. Suggestions about the Second Revision of the
Constitution of the AUPF
Distinguished President of Dongseo University,
Honorable presidents, experts, and professors:
A decade has passed since the Asian University Presidents Forum
was founded in 2002. In the past decade, ten AUPF sessions have been
held. So far, 877 delegates of 415 colleges/universities from 20 countries
and regions have attended the Forum. These sessions and the experience
of previous host universities have paved the way for a better future of the
Forum. To improve the Forum and regulate its activities, we need to
make a continual effort to improve the Constitution of the AUPF. About
the organizational structure of the Forum, Article Four of the Constitution
stipulates that the Forum does not have a permanent governing body. The
Forum does not need a permanent governing body because it is a
non-governmental organization joined by members on a voluntary basis,
and countries, universities and delegates attending the annual meetings of
the Forum change significantly each year and host universities are
responsible for communication and running the Forum. However, we will
need an organizational form to discuss major issues such as the selection
of the next host university and make decision during each annual session.
Therefore, the fourth session raised the question of whether we need a
permanent governing body. The seventh session decided the flag and
logo of the Forum and the eighth session passed the first amendment to
the Constitution which made the following two changes:
First, it was stipulated that the initiators and host universities are the
members of the Standing Committee chaired by the year’s host
university. The Standing Committee will meet each year during the
annual session to discuss the issues related to the Forum. In fact, it is a
temporary governing body, but not a permanent one, because the
chairman is different every year.
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Second, Chapter Five (Logo) was added to the Constitution.
In order to share experience and information, the 10th session put
forward a proposal to set up a website to facilitate communication
between colleges/universities. Therefore, we believe the eleventh session
will be a good opportunity to amend the Constitution for the second time.
More specifically, the following three changes should be made:
First, in order to promote the sustainable development of the Forum,
the Secretariat will be set up at GDUFS, a member institution of the
Standing Committee. The Secretariat will be responsible for liaison and
communication after annual sessions of the Forum. We suggest this
provision be added to Article Four of the Constitution for the following
four reasons.
GDUFS is one of the initiators of the Forum.
It is the host of the second session at which the Forum was renamed
“Asian University Presidents Forum” in accordance with the proposal of
the university.
GDUFS is a top Chinese university with an international outlook
and offers a wide range of foreign language programs.
It is an active member of the Forum. It has sent a delegation of 3-5
representatives, led by its president, to attend each session. The
university has delivered keynote speeches at annual sessions and played a
positive role in promoting the development of the Forum. It has also built
an extensive network of relations with other participating universities.
Second, GDUFS will set up a website for the AUPF. The fund
required for running the website will be paid out of annual membership
fees in accordance with the budget prepared by GDUFS. This provision
should be written into Article Five of the Constitution.
Third, in the case that no college/university takes the initiative to
host the Forum, the Secretariat at GDUFS should recommend candidates
and the final host should be decided after consultation with member
institutions, or the member institutions of the Standing Committee may
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take turns to host the Forum. This provision should be added to Article
Six of the Constitution
The reasons behind the three proposals are the same. After taking all
factors into consideration, we believe it is appropriate for GDUFS to
assume the role. We hope the above suggestions will be useful to you.
Cooperation projects of member institutions may be included in the
historical outcomes of the Forum but should not be included in the
Constitution.
Asia has more than 40 and countries and regions. If we work
together, I believe the membership of the Forum will gradually expand to
the entire Asia and cooperation between Asian universities will deepen.
July 9
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6. Appendix
Minutes of the Meeting of the Standing Committee of
the AUPF
(October 31)

1. Time
October 31, 2012 at 8:30-9:30 am
2. Location
Xiyuan Meeting Room, Haeundae Grand Hotel, Busan, South Korea
3. Agenda
Asian Summer Program (ASP)
Establishment of the secretariat of the AUPF
Determination of the host university for the next session of the
AUPF
2012 Busan Declaration of the AUPF
Others
4. Attendees
Chang Jekuk, President of Dongseo University of South Korea
Zhuang Mingying, Honorary President of Chaoshan College
Mathana Santiwat, President of Bangkok University of Thailand
Viswananthan Govindasamy, Vellore Institute of Technology of
India
Khieng Sok, Norton University of Cambodia
Fang Fanquan, Vice President of Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies of China (on behalf of President Zhong Wei)
Xu Jirong, Vice President of Anhui University, China (on behalf of
President Cheng Ye)
Vice President of Srinakharinwirot University of Thailand
President of Dongseo University of South Korea
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5. Discussion
(1) Asian Summer Program (ASP)
Before this session, President Chang Jekuk had already discussed
the ASP with the members of the Standing Committee. The proposal was
put forward again by President Chang Jekuk on the second day of this
session and received a positive response from the attendees.
All members of the Standing Committee agreed that the ASP was in
line with the purpose of the Forum and required it be officially listed as
one of the development projects of the Forum so that more Asian
universities would have an opportunity to participate in the project. The
2013 ASP will be held at Dongseo University of South Korea.
Professor Chang Jekuk suggested that the organizers of Asian
summer camps should reduce relevant expenses for participants by, for
example, offering free accommodation or reducing other expenses. Every
member of the Standing Committee supported this proposal.
Professor Viswananthan Govindasamy added that local governments
may consider subsidizing students to reduce their financial burden.
Professor Khieng Sok said that because of the rapid development of
economy, although we had reduced the financial burden on students as
far as possible, students in many countries still could not afford air travel
or pay tuitions.
Professor Mathana Santiwat asked whether the requirement that the
host-university of ASP send more than 20 students to participate in the
program remained valid. Everyone agreed to remove this requirement
because more colleges/universities would participate in the 2013 ASP.
(2) Establishment of the secretariat of the AUPF
All members of the Standing Committee agreed that the Forum
should set up a secretariat and a website. Professor Zhuang Mingying
proposed that the secretariat be set up at GDUFS. His proposal was
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supported by member institutions during the session.
Professor Fang Fanquan said GDUFS would serve as the secretariat
of the AUPF and set up the Office of Secretariat and a website of the
Forum. He also said that no approval from the Chinese government was
required for setting up the Office of Secretariat.
Professor Viswananthan Govindasamy said that the expenses for
setting up the Office of the Secretariat should be paid out of the
membership fees collected from members of the Forum.
Professor Zhuang Mingying said that collecting membership fees
would affect the expansion of the Forum and we should give a second
thought on this proposal.
Professor Mathana Santiwat said the collection of membership fees
would likely increase the burden on some universities and harm the
friendship between the members of the Forum. She also said that the
Secretariat should be financed by members on a voluntary basis.
Professor Xu Jirong said that we could reduce the registration fee
and use the money to set up the office so we don’t need to collect
membership fees.
Professor Zhang Jianguo proposed that this matter should be dealt
with in a step-by-step manner; the Secretariat should prepare a budget
and submit it for discussion at the 2013 session.
(3) Determination of the host-university for the next session of the
AUPF
The host of the 2013 session was to be selected between two
candidates: Universiti Malaysia Perlis and Sharif University of
Technology of Iran. After discussion, the Standing Committee decided
that the 2013 session would be hosted by Universiti Malaysia Perlis.
Sharif University of Technology has submitted bids for two
consecutive years, and their applications have been supported by the
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Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology of Iran. Members of the
Standing Committee agreed that we should designate Sharif University of
Technology as a host of an annual session in the near future. Professor
Chang Jekuk of Dongseo University of South Korea wrote a letter of
appreciation to the Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology of
Iran for its support on behalf of the Standing Committee.
Asia University of Japan was selected to hold the 2011 session but it
was canceled later because of an earthquake.
Professor Chang Jekuk said that the Asia University planned to
apply for the 2014 session and suggested that the Secretariat follow up.
All members of the Standing Committee agreed that if Asia University
cannot host the 2014 session, it should be hosted by Sharif University of
Technology instead.
Professor Fang Fanquan said GDUFS would celebrate its 50th
anniversary in 2015, so the university planned to apply for the 2015
session. The Standing Committee gave unanimous approval to the
proposal.
(4) 2012 Busan Declaration of the AUPF
Professor Chang Jekuk said the 2012 Busan Declaration would
include the following three decisions and would be announced at the
annual meeting.
 The ASP will become a project of the AUPF. The 2013 ASP will
be held at Dongseo University of South Korea and more universities will
be invited.
 The Secretariat of the AUPF will be set up at GDUFS.
 The 2013 Session will be hosted by Universiti Malaysia Perlis.
All participating members of the Standing Committee will sign the
Declaration and the final draft of the Declaration and the signatures of
the attendees will be attached to the minutes of the meeting.
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(5) Other matters
Professor Zhuang Mingying said that provisions related to the
establishment of the Office of the Secretariat should be included in the
Constitution of the Forum. The amendment should be discussed at the 2013
session.
Professor Chang Jekuk said the Forum should include more projects
as formal development projects of the Forum.
Professor Mathana Santiwat said that other organizations were using
the name AUPF. The members all agreed that the Secretariat should have
AUPF registered as an international trademark as soon as possible.
Professor Chang Jekuk said he had received an application from
Sias International University for the ASP.
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7. Photos

President of Dongseo University of South Korea was delivering a speech
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Podium

A Chinese plague given to the Forum
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Speech at the meeting

Culture Performance
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Dinner at the end of the session

Horse dance
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Group photo of delegates attending the session
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Twelfth: Hosted by Universiti Malaysia Perlis in 2013
1. Future Hope
- Speech at the Opening Ceremony of the 12th Session
of the AUPF
Distinguished President of Universiti Malaysia Perlis,
Honorable presidents and delegates:
1,017 presidents and representatives of 483 colleges/universities in
20 countries and regions attended the previous 11 sessions. These
institutions include public universities, private universities, general
education universities, specialized universities, engineering universities,
normal universities, and language and art universities. They meet
annually for the internationalization of education, the reform and
development of education in Asia, the challenges in and future of
education, the improvement of education quality, and personnel training.
Many attending colleges/universities sent delegation to each other,
exchanged teachers and students, held summer camps for teachers and
students after the annual meetings of the Forum in accordance with
cooperation agreements signed at the annual meetings. It shows that the
Forum has become an effective platform to promote communication and
cooperation among Asian universities and the internationalization of
higher education in Asia.
Over the past decade, the non-governmental forum has proven its
vitality. Member colleges/universities have taken turns to host annual
sessions. All sessions have been very successful. The Forum doesn’t have
a permanent governing body and the president of the host university is
responsible for managing the Forum. A temporary meeting will be
convened by the Standing Committee made up by the four initiators and
previous host universities to make major decisions. This governing
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mechanism allows each host university to play a more active role in the
development of the Forum. In order to strengthen communication
between member universities, the Standing Committee decided at the
11th session held in Busan, South Korea that Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies should set up a secretariat and website in the name of the
Forum. The launching ceremony of the secretariat and website was held
on April 12, 2013. They will play a key role in promoting the sustainable
development of the Forum. The session held in Busan also proposed that
the provisions related to the Secretariat and the official website should be
added to the Constitution of the Forum at the 12th session this year.
The AUPF has entered a stage of steady and healthy development. I
believe that it will play a more important role in stepping up and
deepening the cooperation between Asian universities in the future.
Despite the existence of difference, Asian universities are very eager to
seek cooperation opportunities. I believe that the Forum will continue to
improve the level of cooperation between us. Through the platform, we
will be able to learn from each other. We will learn how to run a
university based on national conditions; how to improve education
quality to meet the requirements of the economic development in the
country and Asia; how to advance the process of education
internationalization and how to stand out when faced with international
competition and challenges; how to expand the functions of the Forum
from information sharing to experience sharing; and how to constantly
improve the Forum. Among the member institutions of the Standing
Committee, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies has applied for the
2015 session, which would be its second time to host the Forum.
Chaoshan College is a private college located in Chaoyang,
Guangdong Province, China. Its mission is to serve the economy and
community of Chaoshan and to promote exchanges between Chaoshan
people at home and abroad. As we all know, there are a lot of Chaoshan
people across Asia, especially Southeast Asia. Chaoshan people can be
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found all over the world. They are well-known for their dedication to
work and entrepreneurship. Therefore, to develop the entrepreneurial
spirit and capacity of student has become our goal. We are eager to share
our experience in this field at this session.
Last but not least, I wish this session all success and the Forum a
better future. Thank you!
October 7

·163·

 Sheng You Ru Yun

2. A High-Profile Meeting
---Notes on the 12th Session of the AUPF Hosted by Universiti
Malaysia Perlis
From October 7 to 9, 2013, the 12th session of the AUPF was held
successfully by Universiti Malaysia Perlis of Malaysia (UniMAP). The
session was a high-level meeting between Asian university presidents.
UniMAP is the 17th public university set up by the Malaysian
government near the border of the Thailand-Malaysia border in July
2001. It is an engineering university specializing in training engineers for
the country. UniMAP offers a full range of programs and has advanced
equipment and strong faculty. Currently, it has about 9,000 students. Its
campuses are spreading across Perlis. Its main campus is huge and
attendees had to take a car for the campus tour after the opening
ceremony of this session.
The host arranged accommodation for all attendees at a beach hotel
in Langkawi in the beautiful city of Perlis. Before the opening ceremony,
the host arranged a 70-minute tour (including 50-minute cruise and
20-minute bus tour) for all delegates so they could fully enjoy the
beautiful scenery of the city.
The theme of this session was “Leadership in the Transformation of
Asia: Opportunities and Challenges”. 150 university presidents,
professors, and representatives from 67 universities in 22 countries and
regions attended this meeting. The government of Perlis attached great
importance to this session and made well-thought arrangements to ensure
every detail of the event was as perfect as could be. Former Prime
Minister and Crown Prince and Crown Princess of Perlis attended the
opening ceremony and the closing ceremony, both of which were very
grand. Each attendee also highly valued this opportunity to exchange
views on the reality and outlook of education in Asia, improvement of
university management, human resources development, student diversity
and other issues related to the theme of this session. They also exchange
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information and made new friends offline.
This session has the following features:
1. A high-profile meeting
At the opening ceremony on the morning of October 7, the former
Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dr. Mahathir, met with all delegates and
delivered a speech on the theme of the Forum, stressing the importance
of developing education and economy. Crown Prince and Crown Princess
of Perlis attended the closing ceremony on October 9. They witnessed the
signing of cooperation agreements, gave souvenirs and forum photos to
delegates. They also had dinner and took photos with the delegates,
reflecting the great importance attached by the Malaysian government to
the Forum.
2. Good response
Since its establishment, the AUPF has played a significant role in
promoting communication and cooperation between Asian universities.
At the opening ceremony, Malaysian Education Minister Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin sent a congratulatory greeting message. He spoke
highly of and expressed high expectation for the Forum. “It is an honor to
hold the Asian University Presidents Forum, showing that countries in
Asia are working together to achieve common progress,” said Mr. Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin.
Accommodation and seat arrangements and meeting with the Prime
Minister and Crown Prince showed that the host university attached great
importance to the members of the Standing Committee as well as the
Forum itself.
3. Democratic meeting style
The Forum does not have a permanent governing body, nor does it
have a permanent chairman. The initiating universities and previous host
universities serve as the members of the Standing Committee. The
delegates of the member institutions attending the annual session of that
year are the members (which change from year to year) of the Standing
Committee of that session. The president of the host university serves as
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the temporary chairman of the Standing Committee and is responsible for
presiding over the provisional meeting of the Standing Committee to
decide the next host university and other major issues. At this session, the
Standing Committee failed to unanimously agree which university should
host the 2014 session. After discussion, the members of the Standing
Committee finally reached consensus. The decision-making process is
democratic process. Members submitted different proposals for
discussion. The decisions were made by the Standing Committee as a
group after discussion.
4. New progress
The Forum is constantly improving through trial and error. The
Constitution was drafted by Chaoshan College and amended at the eighth
session to provide guidance for the activities of the Forum. Chaoshan
College also designed the emblem. At the seventh session, Anhui
University designed the flag and the logo, which had been used in the
handover ceremony of each session since. At this session, UniMAP wrote
an inspiring song for the AUPP “We are together” which was approved
by the Standing Committee. In order to strengthen communication
between member universities, Chaoshan College made a proposal to set
up a secretariat and an official website in the name of the Forum at
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies. The proposal was approved by
the Standing Committee of the 11th session and the launching ceremony
of the Secretariat and the website was held on April 15, 2013. The Forum
now has its own constitution, flag, logo, emblem, song, permanent
secretariat, and website. These elements have made the identity of the
Forum more complete.
November 2013

·166·

th

12 Session: Universiti Malaysia Perlis in 2013 

3. Photos

Venue of the session

Podium
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Speech at the meeting

Standing committee of the Forum
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Flag handover ceremony of the Forum

Group photo of some members of the standing committee
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Group photo of delegates attending the session

Visiting Siam University
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Visiting Siam University

Pornchai Mongkhonvanit, President of Siam University of Thailand (left)
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Thirteenth Session: Hosted by Christian University of
Thailand in 2014
1. Letter of Invitation to the 13th Session of the AUPF Hosted
by Christian University of Thailand
(June 5)

To: Professor Zhuang Mingying, Honorary President of Chaoshan
College
Distinguished President Zhuang Mingying,
First of all, please accept our greetings from Thailand.
The 12th session of the AUPF was held during October 6-9, 2013 at
UniMAP and Resorts World Langkawi in Langkawi. The Standing
Committee of the AUPF designated Christian University of Thailand as the
host of the 2014 session.
I would like to invite you to attend the 13th session of the AUPF,
themed “Transcultural Challenges for Innovation in Higher Education,”
on behalf of Christian University. This session, themed “Transcultural
Challenges for Innovation in Higher Education,” will be held from
October 22 to 25, at Sampran Riverside. The meeting venue is 50 km
away from the downtown area of the most beautiful metropolitan
Bangkok. We are confident that your stay in Sam Phran will be an
unforgettable memory.
At the 13th session, you will have the opportunity to listen to the
keynote speeches of renowned Asian scholars and read the papers related
to higher education innovations. This Forum will be an excellent
opportunity for you to share your experiences with your colleagues.
Enclosed please find a tentative itinerary for the Asian University
Presidents Forum in October. More details of this session can be found at
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www.christian.ac th.
We are confident that the 13th session will offer valuable
opportunities to strengthen ties with highly respected leaders of the
higher education community. We are looking forward to seeing you in the
Land of Smiles. Please reply as soon as possible.
Best wishes!
President of Christian University of Thailand
Janjira Wongkhomthong
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2. Letter from Christian University of Thailand
(November 3)

Distinguished President Zhuang Mingying,
On behalf of the host-university of the 13th session of the AUPF and
the Chairman of the Standing Committee, I would like to express my
sincere gratitude to you for attending the 13th session of the AUPF in
Nakhon Pathom, Thailand during October 22-25, 2014.
The 13th session of the AUPF was very successful and effective
with the support of 135 representatives from 64 institutions in 17
countries and regions. In particular, the participation of you and your
team has made the event more meaningful and memorable. We are also
very grateful for your generous support and your team’s participation in
this Forum. We are very pleased to welcome you and your team to
Christian University. We hope that all of you have a happy and fruitful
time in Nakhon Pathom, Thailand.
Enclosed please find the memorandum of the Standing Committee
of the AUPF held on October 24, 2014.
You may supplement or revise this memorandum as you wish.
We hope that our activities will help strengthen mutually beneficial
cooperation between higher education institutions.
Yours sincerely,
敬！
(Signature)
Janjira Wongkhomthong, assistant professor,
President of
Christian University of Thailand
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3. New Ideas Proposed at the 13th Session of the AUPF
(Notes)

The 13th session of the AUPF, themed “Transcultural Challenges for
Innovation in Higher Education,” was held by Christian University of
Thailand from October 22 to 25, 2014. 140 delegates (including 48
presidents and 124 representatives who were in group photos of this
session) from 60 universities in 17 countries and regions, including
China, Thailand, Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, India, Cambodia, Taiwan,
Poland, Israel, Philippines, Vietnam, Brunei, Mauritius, Bangladesh,
Japan and Bahrain, attended this session. Compared to other session, this
session has the following characteristics:
1. This session had a clearly defined theme.
Innovation is a trend reshaping the world. Higher education plays an
important role in driving this trend. The president of the host university
said at the opening ceremony, “This theme is related to both
cross-cultural education and interdisciplinary education. It can be broken
down to three levels: (1) cross-cultural challenges in scientific and
technological innovation; (2) cross-cultural challenges in medical science
and technological Innovation; (3) cross-cultural challenges in the fields
of humanities, social sciences and other academic fields. The theme was
selected to generate innovative ideas to use interdisciplinary methods to
address cross-cultural challenges. One of the purposes of this Forum is
“to promote the sustainable development of higher education in the
context of cross-cultural and interdisciplinary innovation.” To this end,
the host university invited Dr. Suyit to deliver the keynote speech entitled
“Cross-cultural Challenges of Higher Education Innovation” at the
opening ceremony. Other speeches delivered at the sub-sessions by
invited experts and scholars included “Cross-cultural Innovation,”
“Innovation in the World’s Top Universities” and “Global Opportunities
for Asia.” These speeches received great response of audience and played
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a positive role in promoting communication and cooperation between
Asian universities in this regard.
2. This session created a friendly atmosphere.
To promote friendship between Asian universities is one of the
purposes of the Forum. The host university attached great importance to
the task of creating a friendly environment for the Forum. It designed an
emblem that was printed in the right corner of banners of the Forum. The
banners were hung up at the meeting venues and on the campus of the
host university. Before the opening ceremony, a dance performance
featuring cultural elements of attending countries and regions was
performed, symbolizing the friendship between Asian countries. Flags of
the attending countries and regions were displayed on the sidewalks of
the campus to show respect. The attendees also demonstrated good will
and mutual understanding throughout this session.
3. The host university attached great importance to the
preparation of the event.
The host of this session made careful arrangements to ensure every
aspect was as near perfect as could be. It sent the list of attendees and
their countries and regions and the agenda for the session to each
attendee before the session started. When attendees arrived, they were
given the finalized list and agenda, speech summaries, and information of
the speakers, and their respective seat number, so that they had a general
understanding of the process and activities. The host university invested a
lot of time and capital in the event. The thoughtful services and the
beautiful scenery of Nakhon Pathomt created a pleasant experience for
the attendees.
Presidents of three initiating universities and universities from eight
countries and regions which had hosted the Forum attended this session.
Among the 17 member institutions of the Standing Committee, including
initiating institution and previous host universities of the Forum, eleven
attended the session. Except the President of Universiti Malaysia Perlis
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who departed early, all other 10 members of the Standing Committee,
including presidents of Bangkok University, Christian University, Siam
University, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Chaoshan College,
Anhui University, Dongseo University, VIT University and Norton
University, attended the meeting of the Standing Committee before this
session came to an end. At the meeting, the attending members of the
Standing Committee expressed their gratitude to Christian University for
hosting the event, approved the proposal of Dongseo University to start a
summer camp for students and offer online programs in the name of the
Forum, and decided the host university of the fourteenth session
(Guangdong University of Foreign Studies) and the 2016 session (Asia
University of Japan). Many colleges/universities in Bangladesh, Vietnam,
the Philippines, Bahrain and other countries bid for the 16th session (i.e.,
the 2017 session). The Standing Committee proposed that the host of the
16th session should be decided at the meeting of the Standing Committee
during the session hosted by Guangdong University of Foreign Studies in
2015.

Tuesday, November 4, 2014
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4. Appendix
Memorandum of the Standing Committee of the AUPF
(Friday, October 24, 2014)
Room 1-201, Administration Building, Christian University, Nakhon
Pathom, Thailand

Attendees:
1. Assistant Professor Janjira Wongkhomthong
Chairman
President of Christian University of Thailand
2. Doctor Jekuk Chang
Member of the Standing Committee
President of Dongseo University
3. Doctor Mathana Santiwat Member of the Standing Committee
President of Bangkok University
4. Pornchai Mongkhonvanit
Member of the Standing Committee
President of Siam University of Thailand
5. Professor Zhong Weihe
Member of the Standing Committee
President of Guangdong University of Foreign Studies of China
6. President Zhuang Mingying Member of the Standing Committee
Honorary President of Chaoshan College
7. Professor Ji Shaoyou
Member of the Standing Committee
President of Chaoshan College
8. Professor Yu Benli
Member of the Standing Committee
9. Doctor G.Viswanathan
Member of the Standing Committee
President of VIT University of India
10. Chan Sok Khieng
Member of the Standing Committee
President of Norton University of Cambodia
Attendees:
1. Mr. Qi Jun, Deputy Director of the Office of International Affairs,
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Anhui University
2. Mr. Chan Chung, Dean, Office of International Cooperation,
Dongseo University
3. Ms. Zhou Huewen, Lecturer of Cambodian Language,
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
4. Ms. Preyawat Puketkew, Executive Secretary to the President,
Christian University (Conference Secretary), Thailand
5. Ms. Saranya Suwanna-ardh, Officer of International Affairs,
Christian University, Thailand
The Chairman welcomed all members of the Standing Committee of
the AUPF and commenced the meeting at 18:20. All of the following
topics were discussed at the meeting of the Standing Committee.
Topic 1: Deciding the host-university of the 14th session of the AUPF
Professor Zhong Weihe confirmed that in Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies would be pleased to host the 14th session from
November 6 to 9, 2015, which would coincide with the cerebration of its
50th anniversary in November 2015.
Topic 2: Nominating the candidates for the host-university of the
15th session of the AUPF
Asia University of Japan has orally applied for the 15th session in
2016. The Standing Committee asked it to submit a formal bid for the
event.
Topic 3: Asian Summer Program
Josai University of Japan agreed to organize the 2015 Asian
Summer Program and inform all participating universities of the exact
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starting date of the Program.
With regard to the 2016 Asian Summer Program, the Standing
Committee of the AUPF agreed, in principle, to designate Bangkok
University, Siam University and Christian University as co-organizers.
Topic 4: Connect Asia to the World
Dr. Jekuk Chang confirmed that Dongseo University had obtained
approval from 45 universities which had signed the “Connect Asia to the
World” Program. The signing ceremony of the Letter of Intention will be
held in Room Nopparat, Sampran Riverside on October 25, 2015, 9:00
a.m. The Standing Committee unanimously agreed the “Connect Asia to
the World” Program would become another routine project of the AUPF.
Others
1. Dr. G. Viswanathan proposed to raise funds for the AUPF. The
Standing Committee discussed the merits and shortcomings of raising
funds and reached a resolution. The discussion of this matter will be
postponed to the next meeting of the Standing Committee during the 14th
session at Guangdong University of Foreign Studies.
2. The Standing Committee of the AUPF suggested that new
members may be selected from universities in Laos, Myanmar and
Vietnam.
3. The Standing Committee decided that the host of the 2017 session
would be decided at the meeting of the Standing Committee during the
14th session of the AUPF. The Standing Committee agreed to give
priority to the Philippines in principle.
Adjourning of the Meeting
The meeting was adjourned at 19:10.
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The minutes of the meeting was kept by Ms. Preyawat Puketkew.

Approved by Janjira Wongkhomthong, assistant professor and
Chairman of the meeting
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5. Photos

First from right: President of Universiti Malaysia Perlis
Second from right: President of Bangkok University

Venue of the session
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Group photo of some representatives

President of Christian University of Thailand (middle) presided over the
opening ceremony
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President of Siam University of Thailand (left)

President of Siam University of Thailand (left)
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Group photos of some attending presidents
(from right to left: President of Bangladesh University, President of VIT
University of India, and President of Dongseo University of South
Korea)
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Group photo of some attending members of the Standing Committee

Front row: First from the left: President of Bangkok University of Thailand
First from right: President of Guangdong University of Foreign Studies of China
Second from right: President of Christian University of Thailand
Second row: First from left: President of Chaoshan College of China
Second from left: Vice President of Anhui University of China
Third from left: President of Dongseo University of South Korea
Fourth from left: President of Norton University of Cambodia
Fifth from left: President of Siamese University of Thailand
Sixth from left: Pesident of VIT University
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The Fourteenth Asian University Presidents Forum 2014
Hosted by Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
Strengthen Connectivity and Foster High-level Forum
Zhuang Mingying
Founder and Honorary President of Chaoshan College，China

Distinguished presidents, professors and representatives,
First, I'd like to extend my heartiest congratulations to Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies for the successful convening of the 14th
Session of Asian University Presidents Forum.
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies is a prestigious university
with distinctive features of internationalization. As one of the four
initiators of AUPF, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies highly
valued the Forum and has always been playing an important role. The
presidents and representatives from Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies have attended the Forum each and every session. In 2003,
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies was the host of the second
AUPF. And today they become the host once more. In 2013, the
secretariat of AUPF was set up in Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies. I think we need to express our congratulations and gratitude to
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies for their contribution to the
AUPF.
Soon after the 13th session of AUPF, Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies came up with "connectivity" as the theme of 14th AUPF,
which is of great significance. The theme reflects the purpose and content
of AUPF. In addition, it is a summary and progress of the Forum since it
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was held. Since the launching of AUPF in 2002, the Forum has already
been held for 13 times, with 1479 presidents and representatives from
691 universities attending the Forum.
The purpose of the Forum is to establish contacts with one another,
exchange information and expertise in a bid to promote joint
developments. For over 10 years, with joint efforts from all the host
universities, we have been working directly toward this goal, trying our
best to provide a platform for the participating representatives, and to
explore the approaches and methods of strengthening mutual contact and
learning as well as joint development in Asian higher education in the
context of globalization.
Throughout the themes proposed by the previous host universities,
we find that the necessity of connectivity and the understanding of
specific content and form are gradually explored and practiced. The
themes have covered many aspects related to higher education including
visions for improvement, plan for development, strategies for
cooperation, international exchange, university culture, education
innovation, university management, responsibilities of president,
education

status,

educational

institutions,

graduate

employment,

university tuition, internet cooperation and so on.
The Shanghai Declaration, drafted by Shanghai International
Studies University at the 3rd session, provided constructive guidance for
Asian universities on how to accelerate educational internationalization,
strengthen discipline development, and train high quality teaching faculty
as well as top talents facing the trend of economic globalization. During
each

session,

participating

representatives

enhanced

mutual

understanding by speeches, reports and individual contacts. Then they
chose appropriate cooperating universities to hold cooperation agreement
signing ceremonies as a result of mutual contact and understanding.
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After the Forum, some universities made their intercollegiate visits,
further implementing the cooperative projects. Some exchanged teachers
and students with their partners. And some even sent a delegation. Still,
some host universities advocated organizing summer camp for Asian
university students and online brand courses. All of these played an
important role in promoting the mutual contact and communication
among Asian universities.
We can say that for over ten years, the Asian University Presidents
Forum has become a platform for annual gathering, mutual learning,
communication and cooperation. The followings are initial results:
1. The Forum offered opportunities for Asian university presidents
to make friends and learn from each other.
2. The Forum improved the level of education internationalization
for some Asia universities.
3. The Forum promoted the intercollegiate cooperation and
exchange between teachers and students for some Asia Universities.
However, the Asian University Presidents Forum is only a form of
non-governmental cooperation. Though all the host universities try their
best to hold the Forum and their governments attach great importance to
the Forum and send important officials to the Forum, difference still
exists between government forum and non-governmental forum.
In line with the principle of "Voluntary participation, Equality,
Friendship, Appreciation", AUPF is freer, with no constraint rules but
more autonomy. Thus the member change of the Forum is frequent, and
corresponding problems occur. The followings still need to be discussed
and improved:
1. According to the Constitution of AUPF, the host university shall
send an invitation and notice to each member university. But
unfortunately this failed to be fulfilled. Most host universities just invited
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their partner universities and universities with close relationship. Some
old members had not been invited.
2. Among the host universities, one-third presidents did not attend
the forum due to the new elections, which resulted in the vacancies of
the standing committee.
3. Due to the lack of a standing executive council, it is nearly
impossible to overview all the contracts signed during the Forum and it is
even harder to follow up on them. That is to say, we cannot even know
the actual result of each forum.
4. Cooperation agreements signed between cooperating universities
had not been implemented due to the different national conditions and
different nature of universities.
5. Speeches and introductory essays in each Forum had not been
printed into books and handed out to the participating members.
The above indicates that the forum has some problems with
connectivity. And the forum sometimes failed to play its due role. In
order to foster high-level forum, I suggest that the participating
universities stick to the theme “connectivity” closely, put forward new
ideas to promote the development of higher education in Asia. Therefore,
I want to make the following three suggestions for your reference only:
Firstly, I would like to propose ten cooperation topics on
“connectivity” for future forum.
1. Explore establishing modern university mechanism.
2 . Enhance the internationalization of Asian higher education.
3. Improve the leadership and innovation capacity of higher
education institutions.
4. Exchange the university presidents regularly and equally.
5. Jointly cultivate international talents.
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6. Build an effective mechanism on the exchange of teachers and
cultivation of students.
7.

Exchange

experience

on

graduates

employment

and

entrepreneurship.
8. Jointly develop new technologies on online education and
e-commerce.
9. Jointly conduct research on promoting economic development in
Asia.
10. Promote the integration of education localization and
internationalization.
All the topics above could be selected by the member universities,
and then modified and supplemented continually. At last, the chosen
topics should be reported to the Forum Secretariat.
Secondly, we should strengthen the authority of the standing
institutions to achieve better connectivity between Asian universities. The
Forum has already been held for fourteen times. It has gradually formed a
core leading force. In order to enhance the authority of the standing
institutions, I would like to put forward two proposals as follows:
1. For the vacancies of standing institutions due to the new
elections, the Secretariat should ask the university to send the new
president or assistant president to join in the Standing Committee
Meeting. The host university shall notify all the leaders of the standing
institutions to attend the Forum.
2 . As for the Standing Committee Meeting, we might add one
before the Forum really starts. The meeting shall be organized by the host
university to better prepare for the forthcoming forum and discuss the
theme of that year and other relevant issues.
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Thirdly, we should make the most of the Secretariat of the Forum
while the Secretariat shall dutifully play its role as both a liaison and a
coordinator.
For each session of the Forum in the future, the executive chairman
should ask the cooperating universities to report to the Secretariat about
their latest developments at the end of the Forum. This should also apply
to those newly-signed member universities at each session of the forum.
And by doing so, the Secretariat will be able to collect all the information
so that these information can be posted online and shared among member
universities.
Last but not least, I sincerely wish the Asian University Presidents
Forum a grand success and wish you all a pleasant stay here at the foot of
the Baiyun Mountain. Thank you!
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2. About the 14th Asian University Presidents Forum
The 14th Asian University Presidents Forum was held from
November 5 to 8, 2015, with Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
(GDUFS) as the second-time organizer. GDUFS was one of the
universities that initiated the first conference on the collaboration
between institutions of higher learning in China and Thailand in May
2002. When GDUFS was organizing the second conference in 2003, it
was renamed Asian University Presidents Forum (AUPF), laying a solid
foundation for the event’s future development.
The 12th AUPF was held in Dongseo University of South Korea in
October 2012. When the Standing Committee was discussing future
organizers, GDUFS expressed interest in being the organizer of AUPF
2015 since that year marked the 50th anniversary of the university’s
establishment and the proposal was accepted by all members of the
Standing Committee, according to the minutes of the Standing
Committee meeting. Shortly after taking the flag of AUPF from the
Christian University of Thailand at the closing ceremony of the 13th
AUPF on October 25, 2014, GDUFS decided on the time and theme of
the 14th AUPF, notified other universities of them, and made meticulous
preparations which contributed to the great success.
Firstly, the Forum kept to the trends in international cooperation and
the Belt and Road Initiative and pointed the way for the future reform of
institutions of higher learning in Asia.
The 2nd AUPF was themed “Asian Higher Education in the Context
of Globalization” and focused on how to improve the international
profile of Asian institutions of higher learning. At the 14th AUPF, themed
“Asian Higher Education Connectivity: Vision, Process and Approach”,
participants exchanged views on how to ensure that Asian education
serves Asian integration, deepen the connectivity and cooperation among
Asian institutions of higher learning to bring into play their respective
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strengths, and increase their capacity for developing talents able to adapt
to competition. More than ten university presidents delivered speeches
during the conference, sharing their views with other participants on a
particular subject. After the conference, many colleges and universities
signed the connectivity cooperation agreement. GDUFS drafted the
Guangzhou Declaration on Asian Higher Education Connectivity which
was adopted by the AUPF Standing Committee. This guideline document
explained the urgency, significance, and purpose of increasing
connectivity among Asian institutions of higher learning and detailed the
seven aspects of future efforts in this regard. The Declaration and the
five-point proposal made by GDUFS President Zhong Weihe will help to
achieve Asian higher education connectivity and serve the purpose of
AUPF.
Second, the Forum showed the international charisma of GDUFS
and impressed all participants with the real influence of Chinese
education.
It was a wise choice to hold the Forum when the university was
celebrating the 50th anniversary of its establishment. The exhibition of the
university’s achievements over the past five decades offered other
universities participating in the Forum an opportunity to get to know
about higher education with Chinese characteristics, which is also one of
the reasons why AUPF was founded. A video clip titled “Welcome to
Guangwai” was played at the opening ceremony of the Forum, in which
GDUFS students extended their warm welcome to all the guests in
different languages. At the conference to celebrate the 50th anniversary,
videos about the university’s achievements in running international
programs were also played. Texts and images about the university’s
special achievements in education and research and its future were
displayed on both sides of the campus avenue. All these activities left a
deep impression on the guests.
Third, the Forum was the best one in the history of AUPF in terms
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of organization and scale.
One hundred and seventy-one presidents and representatives of 81
colleges and universities from 26 countries and regions attended the
Forum, and 122 pairs of colleges and universities signed cooperation
agreements. The figures hit a record high in the history of AUPF. The
leadership and all departments of GDUFS considered the Forum very
important and the preparations and arrangements made were meticulous,
showing the university’s capacity for organizing international
conferences and the AUPF Secretariat’s great competence. The features
of preparatory work include the following:
1. Early preparations were made in such aspects as setting the
theme, notifying universities, selecting speakers and printing
proceedings.
2. Souvenirs of various kinds were prepared for participants, such
as:
Commemorative certificate (framed) with delegate name and
president’s autograph;
Commemorative album with the name of the 14th AUPF’s organizer;
Pin with the emblem of AUPF;
Bag with the emblem of AUPF;
Flash drive with the emblem of AUPF;
Invitation to the GDUFS 50th Anniversary Celebration, and
Invitation to the Banquet.
3. The program of the Forum, list of delegates and speakers, and
proceedings were printed as a handbook.
4. The Guangzhou Declaration on Asian Higher Education
Connectivity was drafted early.
5. The topics to be discussed by the Standing Committee were
printed out early.
6. The programs of all meetings were printed out early.
7. The Constitution of AUPF was revised.
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8. The organizer of AUPF 2017 was picked in advance.
9. A total of 166 student volunteers were recruited and one
volunteer was assigned to escort president of every participating
university.
10. Simultaneous interpretation service was provided. The opening
ceremony of the Forum was also honored by the presence of Dr. Hans
d’Orville, Special Advisor to Director-General of UNESCO and former
Assistant Director-General for Strategic Planning of UNESCO, Mrs.
Mehri Madarshahi, President of Melody for Dialogue Among
Civilizations Association, Luo Haocai, Vice Chairman of the 9th and 10th
CPPCC National Committees, Chen Yunxian, Vice Governor of
Guangdong Province, and Wei Zhonglin, Director-General of the
Department of Education of Guangdong Province. It shows how much
attention the Guangdong Provincial Government paid to the event and
the Forum’s status as a high-profile international conference.
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3. On the Second Revision to the Constitution of Asian
University Presidents Forum
Members of the 14th AUPF Standing Committee,
The Constitution was revised once at the 8th AUPF. Considering that
it was decided at the 11th AUPF that the Secretariat and official website
of AUPF should be established by GDUFS in 2013 and the official song
of AUPF was introduced at the 12th AUPF, we have added related
information to the Constitution and the revision includes the following:
Firstly, added information at the end of Article Four of Chapter Two
is: The GDUFS Secretariat is responsible for liaison and coordination
after the forum and the release of connectivity-related information on the
official website for other colleges and universities.
Secondly, added information at the end of Article Six of Chapter
Three is: Any college for university who intends to organize the Forum
should apply to the Secretariat in advance. In the case that no college or
university applies to be the organizer, the Secretariat should nominate
and decide on the organizer or select one of the Standing Committee
members that have experience in organizing the forum.
Thirdly, added information at the end of Article Ten of Chapter Five
is: The official song of AUPF should be played at the opening ceremony
of the forum.
October 10, 2015
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4. Photos
Opening Ceremony

Welcome speech by Dr. SUI Guangjun, Chairman of the University
Management Council, GDUFS
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Speech by Vice Governor
Chen Yunxian

Keynote speech by Dr. Hans d’Orville

Five-point proposal made by
GDUFS President Zhong Weihe
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Front row

Conference room

Speech by President of Dongseo
University

Unveil of official
sculpture

Official sculpture

·206·

th

14 Session: Guangdong University of Foreign Studies of China in 2015 

Speeches and Parallel Sessions
Conference Venue

Speeches
Increasing connectivity and raising
the level of the Forum

Speeches

President of VIT University (first from
right), President of Universiti Malaysia
Perlis (third from right), President of
Bangkok University (fourth from right),
President of Dongseo University (fifth
from right), and former President of
Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies (sixth from right)

President of Wenzao Ursuline
University of Languages
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Souvenirs Exchanging

Present for Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies

Present for University of North
Bengal

Present for Bangkok
University

Present for Dongseo
University

Present for Norton
University
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Standing Committee

Anhui University, Dongseo University, Universiti Malaysia Perlis,
Norton University, Bangkok University, Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies, Chaoshan College, VIT University, and Asia
University
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Closing Ceremony

Handover of AUPF flag and
emblem to organizer of the next
forum – Asia University

Address by President of Asia
University

Signing of cooperation
agreements by
representatives of
colleges and universities
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Representatives of Chaoshan College at
the 14th AUPF
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5. Appendix
(1) The Guangzhou Declaration on
Asian Higher Education Connectivity
We, university presidents from Asian countries and regions gathered
in Guangzhou on November 6-7, 2015 and jointly hosted the Presidents
Forum of Asian Higher Education Connectivity: Vision, Process and
Approach on the picturesque campus of Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies.
At the Forum, we exchanged and learned from each other’s ideas or
experiences, discussed future development plans, and defined the
direction for connectivity in the future.
Thanks to geographical proximity, China and the rest of Asia have
enjoyed a very long history in economic, cultural and social exchanges.
To strengthen higher education connectivity among Asian countries is an
important supplement to connectivity in infrastructural development
here. We can join hands in confronting challenges and further push
forward higher education connectivity in order to bring long-term
benefits for all countries concerned, which will in turn contribute to deep
and sustained growth of good-neighborly relations in Asia.
At this age of globalization we realize that it is universities’ mission
and responsibility to enhance national competitiveness and nurture
people who can adapt to global competition. With ever deepening
integration of world economy, countries in Asia respond by taking
various actions to strengthen regional cooperation, like the establishment
of the China-ASEAN Free Trade Area, the proposal for the Asia-Pacific
Free Trade Zone, and the implementation of the Belt and Road Initiative.
Connectivity in Asia in capital, production capacity, technology, ideas,
policy, trade, and currency all calls for human resource investment and
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support from think tanks. To undertake this mission, higher education in
Asia must make corresponding adjustments to better serve the needs for
integrated development in Asia through educating highly cultivated and
internationally competitive graduates, and, on that basis, develop a higher
education with Asian characteristics to help our Asian graduates better
serve the world. Only through deep and institutionalized exchanges and
collaborative reforms can institutional innovations in higher education
move forward so as to better serve social and economic development in
Asia.
We realize that, unlike the Western developed countries, Asia still
lag behind in some aspects of higher education. It is therefore necessary
for us to learn from the successes of the European integrated
development in higher education so as to strengthen connectivity among
us. In 1999, European Ministers of Education from 29 countries officially
announced the establishment of the European Higher Education Area in
Bologna, Italy and published the famous "Bologna Declaration", kicking
off the Bologna Process. After years of reform, integration of higher
education is basically realized among countries in Europe, with mutual
recognition of academic degrees being practiced, a functional academic
credit transfer system in place, and multi-directional flow of faculty,
students and other academic staff being facilitated. It has improved the
overall quality of European higher education, thus enhancing its
international competitiveness. We Asian countries are also able to
accomplish what European countries have successfully done.
We realize that, through interconnectivity, advanced operational
philosophy, quality educational resources, liberal concept of student
education, modern means of pedagogy, offering of well-targeted
disciplines and programs, and flexible yet practical plans/contents for
teaching in higher education from the developed Asian nations will have
a certain influence on other less developed ones and play an exemplary
role in the corresponding areas. Higher education in less developed
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countries, in turn, has its own strengths and advantages. It is for the
purpose of learning from each other for complementary advantages that
we propose to strengthen connectivity among Asian universities.
The brain drain in Asian developing countries has been not been
fundamentally checked as the highly qualified people who are direly
needed in those countries to accelerate socio-economic development
continue to leave. In higher education planning, priority must be given to
intensive short-term projects to encourage a return of those emigrants to
their original countries. Meanwhile, efforts will be made to increase the
internal vitality and attractiveness of the home country while reducing
the push factors so as to create favorable conditions for a reverse brain
drain through projects of interconnectivity.
We reaffirm that the diversity of Asian traditions, culture, social
system and values is a rich and valuable element in the cooperation of
Asian higher education. We would like to advance extensive exchange
across cultures, civilizations, and beliefs in all fields of higher education.
Through various levels of exchange, we will learn to tolerate, understand
and learn from each other for complementary advantages and common
progress to promote interconnectivity and integration of higher education
in Asia.
We propose that interconnectivity among Asian universities should
be conducted through equal consultations and aimed for mutual benefit,
and that, based on further tapping of their own heritage and advantages,
Asian universities should learn from their Western counterparts, create
platforms for official, semi-official and people-to-people dialogue in
Asia, and establish mechanisms to ensure interconnectivity.
All the university presidents attending this Forum endorse and
encourage interconnectivity and cooperation among the universities in
the following seven areas on the principle of addressing easier matters
first:
First,

establish

and

improve
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interconnectivity, create, on the basis of equal consultations, new
platforms for interconnectivity, resources sharing and complementary
advantages among Asian universities, and try to develop a mutually
recognized system for education quality assurance and evaluation so as to
improve the quality of education.
Second, support (and create favorable conditions for) the exchange
among teachers and scholars in Asian universities; invitations to
long-term or short-term teaching at host countries to exchange teaching
experience; research collaboration and joint application for international
or other major research projects so as to enhance the academic standing
and capability in research and innovation in Asian universities;
co-authoring of textbooks or co-publication of academic monographs;
and participation in academic conferences or seminars for the exchange
of scientific research.
Third, support cross-border student exchange programs for
long-term learning or short-term internships and for subject-specific
competitions or research cooperation so as to strengthen students’ ability
to participate in international cooperation and competition; and, when
conditions permit, provide scholarships, student aid or other forms of
assistance to visiting students on a reciprocal basis.
Fourth, promote mutual recognition of credits, diplomas and degrees
for the same or similar courses or programs among Asian universities;
realize mutual degree conferral when conditions permit, establish a
workable credit transfer system, and improve the mechanism for
educational information exchange.
Fifth, co-establish joint and dual degree programs, adopt or draw on
the textbooks, courses and expertise in teaching management from each
other, and, when conditions become ripe, try some cooperative education
projects or institutions for joint enrollment and joint nurturing of
undergraduates, postgraduates (MA and PhD) and other professionals
who are urgently needed in Asia on two or more campuses of
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cooperation.
Sixth, make full use of Internet technology to create online
platforms for shared courses among universities in Asia and, when
conditions are ripe, jointly run virtual universities for distance higher
education.
Seventh, establish a permanent mechanism for exchange and
cooperation among the relevant universities; the universities attending
the current Forum agree to strengthen the role of the secretariat for the
Forum in promoting information exchange and cooperation and in
facilitating substantive cooperative projects among member universities.
Although coming from different countries or national backgrounds
and working for education in different regions of the continent, we have a
common understanding, that is, education must serve social progress,
economic prosperity and spiritual development of the individual. We
believe that interconnectivity is the trend of the times and the common
needs of Asian countries as well, that interconnectivity concerns not only
infrastructure and other aspects of economic development but also
culture, science and technology and higher education, and that
interconnectivity should cover all countries in Asia, making them all
beneficiaries of it in an equitable manner. We are determined to
strengthen the interconnective partnership in higher education among
Asian countries, deepen our practical cooperation, and seek common
development and prosperity in higher education. Interconnectivity among
Asia universities will contribute to economic and social progress in Asia,
and narrow the gaps among geographical areas, social classes and
countries. In the long run, therefore, the significance of this
diversity-based interconnectivity will extend beyond itself.
We agree to establish a permanent mechanism for Asian universities
to convene, to continue to organize the Asian University Presidents
Forum to be held annually and hosted in rotation, and to have the next
session of the AUPF to be hosted by Asia University in the city of Tokyo,
·217·

 Sheng You Ru Yun

Japan.
To that end, we unanimously adopt this Guangzhou Declaration on
Asian Higher Education Connectivity. In order to achieve the objectives
set out in this Declaration, we deem it necessary to take immediate
measures to put it into action according to plan.
Appendix: Five proposals on "connectivity" by Zhong Weihe,
President of Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
First, universities in Asia should give full play to the Silk Road spirit
of "openness, tolerance and mutual learning", uphold the principle of
"mutual consultation, joint effort and sharing", and speed up higher
education interconnectivity and cooperation in various levels of student
education, scientific research, cultural exchanges and other fields so as to
make universities in Asia bridges to connected hearts and minds, and
cultural/academic exchanges. As the Belt and Road Initiative moves into
its actual implementation, universities in Asia are expected to play an
increasingly important role in building a “silk road” in Asian higher
education characterized by interconnectivity.
Second, create, on the basis of equal consultation, a new platform
for exchange and interconnectivity among Asian universities, try some
jointly run institutions of higher education to achieve win-win
cooperation; at the same time, it is necessary to establish closer ties
between Asian universities of similar kind, such as sister universities,
which, when conditions are ripe, can set up respective campuses on the
other for joint enrolment and education of undergraduates, postgraduates
(MA and PhD) and other professionals.
Third, share resources including expertise in educational
management, tap each other’s complementary advantages, and jointly
train our teachers. Develop a mutually recognized system for quality
assurance and evaluation in education to improve the quality. Carry out
exchange activities among teachers, students and management staff.
Offer student exchange programs, organize subject-specific competitions
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and research cooperation, and, when conditions permit, provide
scholarships, student aid or other forms of assistance to visiting students
on a reciprocal basis.
Fourth, promote mutual recognition of credits, diplomas and degrees
for the same or similar courses or programs among Asian universities of
similar kind, on the premise of guaranteed quality and legitimate process;
realize mutual degree conferral when conditions permit, establish a
workable credit transfer system, improve the mechanism for educational
information exchange and coordinate the standards of educational
quality.
Fifth, co-establish joint and dual degree programs, adopt or draw on
the textbooks, courses and expertise in teaching management from each
other, and jointly run virtual universities and distance higher education to
provide more educational opportunities for Asian youth.
Ten cooperation topics on "connectivity" by Zhuang Mingying,
Honorary President of Chaoshan College
1. Explore to establish the modern university system.
2. Enhance the internationalization of education.
3. Improve the innovative ability of university leaders.
4. Exchange presidents of universities periodically and equivalently.
5. Jointly train international talents.
6. Build the effective mechanism of joint training and exchange of
teachers and students.
7. Exchange new experience of college students' employment and
entrepreneurship.
8. Jointly develop new technologies for online education and carry
out e-commerce cooperation.
9. Collaborate on research conducive to the economic development
of Asia.
10. Promote the organic combination of localization and
internationalization of education.
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(2) Minutes of the Standing Committee meeting
Attendants:
Dr. Zhong Weihe, President of Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies, China Dr. Mathana Santiwat, Past President of Bangkok
University, Tailand
Dr. Govindasamy Viswanathan, Chancellor of VIT University, India
Dr. Zhuang Mingying, Honorary President of Chaoshan College, China
Dr. Ji Shaoyou, President of Chaoshan College, China
Dr. Khieng Chan Sok, Rector of Norton University, Cambodia
Dr. Jongkit Lerthanapredakul, Assistant President of Christian
University of Thailand, Tailand
Dr. Chan Chung, Dean of Office of International Cooperation,
Dongseo University, Korea
Dr. Qi Jun, Deputy Director of International Office, Anhui
University, China Dr. Masakatsu Oshima, Vice President of Asia
University, Japan
Item I: Amendments to the AUPF Constitution
1. Add the statement to Article Four of Chapter Two as follows:
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies is designated to be the
secretariat of Asian University Presidents’ Forum, which will be
responsible for the routine liaison and coordination after the annual forum
conference.
2. Add the statement to Article Five of Chapter Two as follows: An
official Website for Asian University Presidents’ Forum will be launched
by the Secretariat in order to enhance the development of the Forum and
the communication between Asian higher education institutions.
3. Add the statement to Article Six of Chapter Three as follows:
New host institutions can be nominated by the Secretariat for standing
committee discussions if there should be no volunteering host institution
after the end of rotation. Standing institutions which has hosted the Forum
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can also rotate to organize the Forum for the continuation of the Forum.
Item II: Guangzhou Declaration on the Asian Higher Education
Connectivity
On behalf of the host of the 14th AUPF, Dr. Zhong Weihe proposed to
announce The Guangzhou Declaration on the Asian Higher Education
Connectivity for the 14th
AUPF. The proposal is passed unanimously and the Guangzhou
Declaration is adopted.
Item III: The Hosts of the 2016 AUPF and 2017 AUPF
Asia University (Japan) will be the host of AUPF 2016.
In AUPF 2014, Philippine Normal University proposed to host the
AUPF in 2017. After an intensive discussion, members of AUPF Standing
Committee finally approved its proposal. But it is still to be confirmed by
Philippine Normal University. If this proposal is finally approved, it will
be the first time for Philippine to host the AUPF.
A university from Bangladesh has expressed its wish for hosting the
AUPF, and it will be included into the list of candidates for future
consideration.
Item IV: The Host of 2016 and 2017 Asian Summer Program
Bangkok University will host the Asian Summer Program in July
2016.
The proposed host of 2017 Asian Summer Program is Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies, China.
Appendix I: The revised AUPF Constitution
Appendix II:

The Guangzhou Declaration on the Asian Higher

Education Connectivity
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(3) The second revised version of the Constitution of Asian
University Presidents Forum
THE CONSTITUTION OF ASIAN UNIVERSITY
PRESIDENTS FORUM
NOVEMBER 7TH, 2015
ADOPTED BY THE 14TH ASIAN UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS’
FORUM
Chapter One General Principles
Article One Asian University Presidents’ Forum (hereinafter
referred to as “the Forum”) originated from the Non-Governmental
Collaborative Association of the Chinese-Thai Presidents of Institutions of
Higher Learning, set up in 1992 in Thailand in order to “establish contacts
with one another, exchange information and expertise in a bid to promote
joint developments.”
Article Two In line with the principle of “voluntary participation,
equality, and good will”, member institutions of the Forum regularly
exchange information about their new measures, experience and issues in
the “promotion of reforms, intensification of management, human
resource development and extension of disciplines” and explore
possibilities to collaborate on areas and programs of mutual interest.
Chapter Two Organization
Article Three The Forum is composed of universities and
institutions which participate on a voluntary basis. At its initial stage,
members included universities from Thailand and Guangdong China
which have paid visits to one another in recent years. At a later time,
prospective members will gradually include universities in Hong Kong,
Macao, Taiwan and the other provinces of China as well as those in
Southeast Asia and Asia at large, so as to make it an international and
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educationally collaborative organization of non-governmental nature in
the Asian region.
Article Four The Forum will not set up a standing executive council,
but the four initiator universities and institutions and those who have
hosted the forum are set to be standing institutions. During each forum, the
president of the host university or institution will be the chair of the forum
and summon all the presidents of standing institutions to discuss relevant
issues. Guangdong University of Foreign Studies is designated to be the
secretariat of Asian University Presidents’ Forum, which will be
responsible for the routine liaison and coordination after the annual forum
conference. The day-to-day affairs will be dealt with by the host institution
for the annual forum. The host shall designate a special department dealing
with preparation for the current forum and the hand-over procedure for the
next one.
Article Five The Forum is to establish regular liaison and
communications channels. Each member institution shall make available
telephone and fax numbers, website and mailing addresses, liaison unit
and contact persons to the host, who will compile an address book and
distribute it to each member institution. An official website for Asian
University Presidents Forum will be launched by the secretariat in order to
enhance the development of the Forum and the communication between
Asian higher education institutions.
Chapter Three Activity
Article Six The Forum will be held once a year, with the president of
each member institution being its host in turn and with 3-5 participants
attending the meeting. The succeeding host institution and the time for the
next meeting will be decided by the Forum after the discussion among the
then host institution and all the standing institutions. New host institutions
can be nominated by the secretariat for standing committee discussions if
there should be no volunteering host institution after the end of rotation.
Standing institutions which have hosted the Forum can also rotate to
organize the Forum for the continuation of the Forum.
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Article Seven In conformity with the spirit of the “general
principles”, the host institution shall send an invitation to each member
university six months ahead of schedule and inform each and every one of
them of the major theme, schedule and venue for the Forum, for all
necessary formalities and preparations for the conference.
Article Eight The host institution of each forum shall not only make
arrangements for the routine affairs of the conference, board and lodging,
transport, interpretation and translation, but shall also make out the
minutes of the conference when it is concluded and distribute them to all
the participants.
Chapter Four Outlay
Article Nine Expenses for traveling to and from annual Forum shall
be covered by the participants themselves. The host institution shall make
a budget in advance and inform the members of the cost for board and
lodging, transport, interpretation and translation, etc. These costs will be
met in the form of the registration fee for the conference and will be
charged when the participants check in at the secretariat of the Forum.
Chapter Five Symbols
Article Ten Forum flag, forum emblem and forum logo are set as the
symbols of the forum. Each host university should hand over the flag and
emblem to the succeeding host university.
Chapter Six Supplementary Rules
Article Eleven This Constitution will come into effect when it has
been discussed and adopted by the members of the Forum.
Article Twelve The right of making additional provisions and
amendments to this Constitution belongs to the plenary session of the
Forum.
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Fifteenth Session
Asia University, Japan

October 31 - November 2, 2016
Tokyo, Japan

225

 Sheng You Ru Yun

1. Notes on the 15th Session of AUPF
The 15th Asian University Presidents Forum on the theme of
"Bridging Global Diversity in Higher Education" was held in Tokyo by
Asia University, Japan from October 31 to November 2, 2016. A total of
90 presidents and representatives of 39 universities from 12 countries and
regions including China, South Korea, Japan, Thailand, Philippines,
Indonesia, Israel, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Cambodia, Poland, and Taiwan
attended the meeting.
The president of Asia University as the conference host addressed at
the opening ceremony that, "To foster talents to contribute to peace and
security in Asia, universities should strengthen cooperation through joint
efforts in face of challenges".
Yoshimoto Hiroshi, an officer of the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology of Japan, gave a speech to express strong
support for the Forum. Director Minekawa Hideki of Japan Student
Services Organization introduced about students studying abroad and
promoting the admission of overseas students implemented by MEXT.
Shino Masacheng, IBM Japan's top consultant, took the example that the
company's US headquarters had been working with universities for 70
consecutive years to emphasize the fact that universities have contributed
to the evolution of IT (information technology). He expressed the
enterprise's expectation for talents cultivating in universities.
This forum had made full preparations, determined the theme in
advance, and notified relevant colleges and universities and had them
prepare speeches around the theme. Chaoshan College of China delivered
a keynote speech of Asian Universities Cooperate to Cultivate Practical
Cross-Border E-business Talents in the Context of FTA and shared
entrepreneurship education and other characteristics and highlights,
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which received earnest attention and high praise from the participants.
This forum was held by Asia University at its 75th anniversary, and
all representatives were invited to the celebration. At the dinner reception
which was in a warm atmosphere, there were exciting and colorful
performances interspersed with the tea ceremony, making the
representatives immersed in strong Japanese folk customs and experience
the Japanese culture.
During the conference, the Standing Committee meeting was held to
mainly discuss the following issues: First, it was determined that
Philippine Normal University would host the 16th Forum. Second, the
Asia Summer Camp of the next year will be held by Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies, China. Third, the Secretariat (Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies) was requested to consider translating A
Great Many Good Friends compiled by Zhuang Mingying based on
special topics of Asian University Presidents Forum into English for
communication. In addition, Bangladesh University proposed to hold the
17th Forum and Zhejiang Yuexiu University of Foreign Languages of
China expressed the intention to hold the 19th Forum.
Chaoshan College continues to provide good services for the forum.
Honorary President Zhuang Mingying has compiled A Great Many Good
Friends for the forum and given it out for free to all participants, besides,
the previous sessions, the forum development courses and relevant data
on the forum have been recorded and distributed to the participants,
which maintains the consistency of the forum development and
constitutes valuable materials of the forum.
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2. Photos

Group photo of all participants

Conference speech
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Welcome banquet

Photo of the Standing Committee members
229

 Sheng You Ru Yun

School representatives sign cooperation agreements

Hand over the flag
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Farewell banquet
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Sixteenth Session
Philippine Normal University, Philippines
November 21 - November 23, 2017
Manila, Philippines

232

th

15 Session: Asia University, Japan in 2016 

1. Notes on the 16th Session of AUPF
The 16th Asian University Presidents Forum on the theme of
"Innovations and Foresight: Education Solutions for a Better World" was
held in Manila by The Philippine Normal University, Philippines from 21
to 23 November, 2017. A total of 129 presidents and representatives of 60
universities from 26 countries and regions including China, South Korea,
Japan, Thailand, Philippines, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Poland,
and etc. attended the meeting.
On the evening of Nov 21st, a grand opening dinner was held on the
outdoor lawn of The Philippine Normal University, Philippines for the
16th AUPF. Dr. Ester B.Ogena, President of The Philippine Normal
University, delivered a welcome speech. The chorus of the university,
national orchestra and dance troupe presented wonderful cultural
programs, with colorful fireworks blooming above the campus.
During the forum, Dr Lilian A.D Les Llagas, a member of the higher
education committee of the Philippines, said it was the honour of the
Philippines to host this forum and that the government would be ready
to offer assistance. Mr Alfred Kristoffer Guiang, director of the foreign
affairs office of Asean, said he would try his best to help bring this AUPF
to success.
Professor Zhuang Mingying, honorary President of Chaoshan
College of Guangdong, China, said in his speech that in the future, Asian
universities will undoubtedly need to cultivate more specialized talents
suitable for the construction of Asia's open economy, innovative growth,
interconnected development, mutual benefit and win-win prosperity.
Professor Zhuang hoped AUPF can truly achieve the purpose of
"innovating education, promoting reform and strengthening cooperation".
He hoped that Asian universities can play their due roles in the new
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journey of the community of shared future for mankind, and realize
university's aspiration of this AUPF’s theme, so as to make Asia and the
world a better place.
Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, President of the University of New
England delivered a speech. Dr. Jekuk Chang, Dongseo University of
Korea shared the paper "Assembly Universities and Global Opportunities
for Asia." Dr. Panadda Unyaoho from University of Bangkok, Thailand,
introduced the experience of "Participating in Education 4.0-Cultivating
Graduates of the 21st Century" to the forum.
Chaoshan College of China, delivered a speech titled “Development
Opportunities of International Education on the Belt and Road Initiative”,
introduced four features and five common modes of "The Belt and Road
Initiative" to the conference, to realize in-depth cooperation between
China and Asian regional universities in the field of professional
education, and to promote education project construction and education
resource output in Asian countries. At the same time, the general situation
and entrepreneurial characteristics of Chaoshan College of China were
introduced to the conference, hoping to achieve cooperation with Asian
universities on e-commerce education, which received warm attention
and high praise from the participants.
AUPF conference team sent out the books of “Sheng You Ru Yun”
in English version to all the participants for exchange and sharing.
“Sheng You Ru Yun” is a book of AUPF's all the previous sessions’
collection by Prof. Zhuang Mingying, founder of AUPF and honorary
president of Chaoshan College of China. The book was also a great gift
from professor Zhuang Mingying for AUPF. Chaoshan College of China
will do its best to serve AUPF, imprinted all the previous AUPF sessions
into CDS , which become valuable literature material of AUPF and were
presented to all of the participants.
At the closing dinner, Chaoshan College presented the Chinese
painting "Great Peony" by Chinese young painter Li Fang to the host The
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Philippine Normal University, indicating that AUPF will bloom forever
with youthful spirits. The AUPF standing committee studied and decided
that the 17th AUPF will be held by the Petra Christian University in
Indonesia in 2018.
Chaoshan College Delegation
Zhu Hanwei & Li Yuhua
30 Nov., 2017
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2. Photos

Group photo of some attending presidents of 16th AUPF

Chinese Painting 'Great Peony' Presentation to 16th AUPF
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Seventeenth Session
Petra Christian University, Indonesia

October 6 - November 8, 2018
Surabaya, Indonesia
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1. Notes on the 17th Session of AUPF
Session 17
Date: November 6th to 8th, 2018
Location: Surabaya, Indonesia
Host University: Petra Christian University
Number of Attendees: 140
Number of Participating Countries and Regions: 14
Number of HEIs attending: 63
Theme: Disruption at the Crossroads: Innovative Engagement and Future
Challenges for Higher Education
Official Website: http://www.aupf2018.petra.ac/
Main Contents:
The 17th session of the AUPF was hosted by Petra Christian
University of Indonesia from November 6 to 8, 2018. Over 140
presidents, professors, scholars and educators from 63 universities in 14
countries and regions participated.
The theme of this session was “Disruption at the Crossroads:
Innovative Engagement and Future Challenges for Higher Education”. At
the Opening Ceremony, Dr. Djwantoro Hardjito, Rector of Petra
Christian University delivered a welcome speech. Dr. JIAO Fangtai, Vice
President, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies spoke on behalf of
the Secretariat of the AUPF and express the congratulations on the
convening of the Forum. During the plenary session, Dr. Ainun Na’im,
Secretary General of the Ministry of Research, Technology and Higher
Education, Indonesia delivered a keynote speech. Prof. Dr. Jekuk
Chang,President of Dongseo University, Datuk Prof. Emeritus TS Dr.
Kamarudin Hussin, Chairman of Board of Director, University Malaysia
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Perlis, Prof. Dr.(H.C.) Ir. Rolly Intan, Executive Director, Board of
Trustees of Petra Christian University and Prof. Dr. hab. C. Eng. Janusz
Szpytko, AGH University of Science and Technology, Poland shared
their points of view on opportunities and challenges facing the higher
education of Asia and their thoughts on innovative approaches to
promote the common development Asian higher education.
Discussions and dialogues took place during two days parallel
session and round-table discussion. In addition to the experience sharing
and cooperation discussion, MOU signing ceremony was held and 144
MOU were signed during the Ceremony. Cultural event such as city tour
and optional tour were also organized by the host university.
During the standing committee meeting before the opening
ceremony, the host university reported on the progress and preparation
for the Forum. The meeting approved Guangdong University of Foreigh
Studies’ proposal on hosting the 1st Asian Faculty Workshop (AFW)
from July 27th to August 3rd, 2019. In addition, the committee decided
that the 19th session(2020) will be held in India by Vellore Institute of
Technology and the Asian Summer Program 2020 will be held in
Malaysia by Universiti Malaysia Perlis.
The 17th session of AUPF was a successful gathering for all
participants. Dr. Dr. Djwantoro Hardjito expressed his appreciation for
the cooperation and strong support extended to the organizing committee.
AUPF official flag was handed over to Dr. Md. Sabur Khan, Founder &
Chairman, Board of Trustees of Daffodil International University,
Bangladesh during closing ceremony.
Chaoshan College Delegation
Zhuang Mingying, Ji Shaoyou, Wu Zhiqin, Zhu Hanwei, Lin Jinbo
9 Nov., 2018
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2. Photos

Group Photo

Opening Ceremony
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Standing Committee Meeting

SC Meeting Group Photo
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President Ji Shaoyou of Chaoshan College Making a Speech on EC

Group Photo of Delegates on Parallel Meeting
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MOU between Chaoshan College & Host university of AUPF2018

MOU between Chaoshan College & Universiti Malaysia Perlis
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Souvenir from host university of AUPF2018 for Chaoshan College

Chaoshan College’s Gift for host university of AUPF2018
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Appendix 1 XXX
AUPF and I
If you used Baidu to search for “Asian University Presidents
Forum” in the past, you would find two different events. One was held by
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies on October 12, 2003 and the
other forum was held by Department of International Cooperation and
Exchanges, the Ministry of Education and the Education Bureau of
Guangzhou on November 12, 2010 Day during the 16th Asian Games.
The former is a non-governmental forum between universities in Asia,
while the latter is a forum organized by the government. The
non-governmental forum originated from the Non-Governmental
Cooperation Meeting of Sino-Thai Higher Education Institutions held in
Thailand on May 1, 2002. It has an official constitution and its member
institutions take turns to hold annual meetings of the Forum. Up to now,
the Forum has held eleven sessions and 1,017 university presidents and
professors have attended these sessions. The latter was held for just once
during the 16th Asian Games and 47 university presidents attended the
forum. More than a decade has passed since the establishment of the
non-governmental forum. Over the last decade, as a dedicated educator, I
have been deeply involved in and committed to promoting the
development of the Forum.
1. My original intention for initiating the AUPF
In the autumn of 1999, Chaoshan College was founded with the
approval of the Ministry of Education. I was one of the founders of the
private institution of higher learning. Although at its nascent stage,
Chaoshan College has attracted wide attention in Chaoshan and among
overseas Chinese and made its own contribution to the development of
education. On December 13, 1999, the delegation led by President of
Srinakharinwirot University Mr. Sumonta Promboon and President of
Siamese University Mr. Pornchal Mongkhonvanit, both of whom are
descendants of Chinese originally living in Chaoshan, visited Guangdong
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University of Foreign Studies and Chaoshan College. At that time,
Thailand was vigorously promoting the learning of Chinese language
which was naturally a key topic during that visit. I was very passionate
about this topic because of my dedication to the promotion of Chinese
language. Before the Cultural Revolution, I used to teach Vietnamese
students and was responsible for the management of foreign students at
Liaoning University. Later, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies set
up the Department of International Students, which was proposed by me
when I was working for the university. The department later became a
college which so far has more than a thousand foreign students. I also
discussed relevant matters with the Chamber of Commerce in Thailand
when I was still in office. One of the missions of Chaoshan College is to
attract descendants of overseas Chinese who originally came from
Chaoshan to their hometown to learn Chinese. The institution has
conducted studies in countries where there are a lot of people from
Chaoshan and drafted a Chinese language promotion program. Chaoshan
College is also approved to offer Chinese language programs to students.
Chaoshan College is also striving to create opportunities for its students
to study in Thailand and other countries. Currently, we don’t have the
ability to create such opportunities for our students, but we have signed
related cooperation agreements with our counterparts in Thailand. China
has forged close ties with Thailand which has a lot of Chaoshan people.
To promote communication between presidents of institutions of higher
learning in China and Thailand, I proposed to establish an annual
conference for higher education institutions in China and Thailand. On
December 20, 2000, during my visit to Thailand, President of
Srinakharinwirot University and I decided after discussion that
Srinakharinwirot University would host the first session of the
conference on May 1, 2002 and I would be responsible for drafting the
constitution of the conference. At first, we only invited
colleges/universities in Guangdong and Thailand. The membership
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would gradually expand to other provinces and cities in China, to
Southeast Asia and then to entire Asia. It was envisioned that in 2003
when the conference was hosted by Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies, the conference would become a successful platform for
presidents of Asian colleges/universities to communicate with each other
and well received by Asian colleges/universities. Many institutions had
bid for the Forum. So far, the Forum has been hosted by 11
colleges/universities in seven countries and regions and produced great
results. The scope of communication has also expanded from language
learning to a wide range of issues related to the internationalization of
education.
2. My involvement in drafting and amending the Constitution of
the AUPF
A set of rules are required to define the nature of the Forum, what
principles it should follow, and how it should be run. In this sense, the
constitution is such a set of rules for the Forum. When drafting the
Constitution, the first thing came to my mind was the nature of the
Forum. The Forum is a non-governmental collaborative association of
Asian higher education institutions set up to “establish contacts with one
another, and exchange information and expertise in a bid to promote joint
developments” and universities may join the forum in line with the
principle of “voluntary participation, equality, and good will.” Because it
is a non-governmental organization, the development of the Forum
depends on member institutions. Host universities are decided among
member colleges/universities which have submitted a bid on a voluntary
basis. Annual meetings are financed by the membership fees paid by
member colleges/universities. Even though no government has funded
the Forum, many member institutions consider the hosting of the Forum
as an honor and have applied for annual meetings of the Forum. Some
host colleges/universities proposed that the Forum should set up a
permanent governing body. When drafting of the Constitution, I have
considered this question. But because the form of the organization is
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informal, and participating countries, universities, and delegates vary
from session to session, a permanent governing body is not suitable for
the Forum. It is thus provided in the Constitution that the president of the
host university that year should serve as chairman of the Forum for that
year while presidents of the initiating institutions and past host
universities are the members of the Standing Committee of the Forum.
The committee members attending that session will discuss and decide
important matters of the Forum. The Standing Committee is the highest
decision-making body of the Forum and members of the Standing
Committee take turns to serve as chairman of the Standing Committee.
The Forum is a new thing. As the Forum evolves, the Constitution will
need to be amended and supplemented. The seventh session held by
Anhui University of China decided the logo and flag of the Forum to
identify the Forum. Therefore, at the eighth session held in Indonesia, I
proposed a chapter on the logo and flag of the Forum should be added in
the Constitution in the first amendment. In order to strengthen
post-meeting communication between member universities, before the
11th session was held, I made a proposal to President of Dongseo
University of South Korea that Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
should set up a secretariat and website in the name of the Forum and
expressed my views on this issue at the 11th session. My proposal was
seconded by all the delegates and members of the Standing Committee.
We plan to add relevant provisions to the Constitution at the next session
of the Forum and amend the Constitution for the second time.
3. My involvement in the preparation of the notes of each
session and dedication to promoting the sustainable development of
the Forum
The Forum has held 11 sessions, including three session held by
universities in the Chinese mainland, one by Taiwan Province, China,
two by Thailand, two by South Korea, one by Indonesia, one by
Cambodia and one by India. All of the Chinese host universities are
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public schools, while most foreign host universities are private schools,
most of which don’t have a long history but have abundant resources.
The size, facilities, and the quality of education programs of these foreign
private colleges/universities are as high as medium-level public
colleges/universities in China. Chaoshan College remains at its nascent
stage of development and is located in remote areas in Chaoshan, which
make it difficult to establish an extensive network of partners. However,
as one of the initiators and a member of the Standing Committee of the
Forum, Chaoshan College has the responsibility to promote the
sustainable development of the Forum. In our involvement in the
development of the Forum, we can draw on experience from foreign
private universities, broaden our horizons, and make new friends.
Therefore, we have attended every session of the Forum. My
involvement in the Forum is also inspired by the Boao Forum for Asia
through which China has expanded its economic influence throughout
Asia. It is also the case in the education sector. In addition to drawing on
experience of other countries and strengthening cooperation, we may also
expand the influence of China’s education through the form of forum.
Chaoshan College can also play a role through the forum mechanism. I
delivered a number of speeches at annual meetings of the Forum,
including “New platform for non-governmental exchanges between
China and Thailand and new pattern of international cooperation in
higher education” at the first session and “Review and outlook for the
AUPF” at the fifth session, and summarized past experience and offered
constructive suggestions at the 10th and 11th sessions. I have also written
reviews for other sessions. For example, I wrote The Prospects of the
Asian University Presidents Forum for the second session which rename
the organization as the “Asian University Presidents Forum”, The
Shanghai Declaration of 2004 AUPF for the third session, summaries of
the fourth session held in South Korea and the sixth session in Taiwan,
Contributions Made by the Seventh Session of the AUPF for the seventh
session held by Anhui University which decided the logo and flag of the
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Forum, The Closing Ceremony of the Eighth Session of the AUPF for the
eighth session which amended the Constitution for the first time, and The
Asian University Presidents Forum was Held at Norton University,
Cambodia when Norton University of Cambodia, which was a new
private university, hosted the Forum. All my articles and speeches are
focused on how to run and improve the Forum. These speeches, articles,
the Constitution and other articles written by me about the history and
sessions of the Forum were burned to CDs by Chaoshan College and
made available to all member institutions of the Standing Committee and
host colleges/universities. Although the disc is mainly in Chinese, we
hope it will still provide new host colleges/universities with useful
information on how to host the Forum.
December 5
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Opening Ceremony of the AUPF Permanent Secretariat
and Official Website
According to the decision of the 11th session of the Asian
University Presidents Forum and the meeting of the Standing Committee
in Busan, Korea on October 31, 2012, Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies was authorized to set up the permanent secretariat and official
website in the name of the AUPF. The opening ceremony of the
permanent secretariat and the official website is held today to mark the
significant milestone in the history of the AUPF.
The Forum was a non-governmental collaborative association of
Asian higher education institutions set up to “establish contacts with one
another, and exchange information and expertise in a bid to promote joint
developments.” It originated from a friendly collaboration beginning in
December 1999 between institutions of higher learning in China and
Thailand. It was initiated by Thailand’s Srinakharinwirot University and
Siam University and China’s Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
and Chaoshan College. Since its establishment in 2002, the Forum has
held 11 sessions, which were hosted by Srinakharinwirot University
(Thailand), Bangkok University (Thailand), Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies (China), Shanghai International Studies University
(China), Anhui University (China), Providence University (Taiwan,
China) ; Pai Chai University (South Korea), Dongseo University
(Busan, South Korea); Universitas Negeri Jakarta (Indonesia); Norton
University (Cambodian); and VIT University (India). The 12th Session
will be hosted by Universiti Malaysia Perlis this year. 1,017 university
presidents and delegates of 483 colleges/universities from 183 countries
and regions in Asia attended the 11 sessions which also invited presidents
of colleges/universities in Russia, Australia, Sudan, and other countries.
The Forum is a major event for university presidents in Asia. Many
university presidents attach great importance to the development of the
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Forum. They have not only attended annual meetings of the Forum
personally but also brought professors and delegates of their universities
with them. Hosting annual meetings of the Forum is considered an honor
by all host universities. They invested a lot of time and capital in the
preparation of the events and invited local government officials to attend.
Therefore, each session was very successful and had unique features. The
theme of the Forum varied from session to session and was related to a
wide range of topics, including the globalization of education, education
reform in Asia, education development, cooperation and exchange in
education, the duties of university presidents, how to improve the quality
of education, education services and student employment.
Communication methods used by the Forum included, among others,
keynote speeches, face-to-face dialogues and group discussions. Many
attending colleges/universities sent delegation to each other, exchanged
teachers and students, held summer camps for teachers and students after
the annual meetings of the Forum in accordance with cooperation
agreements signed at the annual meetings. In short, the Forum has
become a permanent mechanism for Asian university presidents to learn
from and communicate and cooperate with each other. It has helped
accelerate the internationalization of some Asian universities and
promoted cooperation between Asian universities and encouraged their
teachers and students to communicate with each other.
In order to consolidate and promote the achievements of the Forum,
summarize past experience, step up communication between members, it
is necessary to set up the permanent secretariat and official website at
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies. As one of the founders of the
Forum, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies has always supported
the Forum. As a multi-lingual, international university, Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies is expected to play a key role in promoting
the communication between member colleges/universities, improving the
Forum, and driving the development of higher education in Asia.
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Guests attending the opening ceremony of the permanent secretariat
and official website of the AUPF included Jekuk Chang, Kamarudin
Hussin, Sui Guangjun, Zhong Weihe, Fang Fanquan, Xu Zhenhua
(former party secretary and president of our university) and Zhuang
Mingying (former party secretary of Guangzhou Institute of Foreign
Languages and former chairman of the Management Council of our
university).

April 12

Attending the opening ceremony of the permanent secretariat
and the official website of the AUPF
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Afterword

Chaoshan College is one of the initiators of the Asian University
Presidents Forum. To improve the Forum, Li Yuhua and Zhu Defei, the
Directors of the Administration Office of Chaoshan College, have burned
CDs related to the history of the Forum and sent these CDs to each host
university. This gift was well received. This book is based on the content
of this VCD. I would like to thank Li Yuhua, Zhu Defei, and Du
Shaodian for their help with the transcription, editing and printing of the
book and the processing of its electronic version.

Author
December 2015
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Contacts of Initiators and Organizers of
Asian University Presidents Forum
Initiators：

Organizers：
1. 2002.

2. 2003
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3. 2004

4. 2005
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5. 2006

6. 2007

7. 2008

8. 2009
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9. 2010

10. 2011
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11. 2012.

12.

13.
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14.

Chaoshan College
2012.8.13
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